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Hemiunu, Pehenptah, and GermanIAmerican Collaboration at the Giza Necropolis 
(Giza Archives Project Cleaniogs: 11) 

Peter Der Manuelian 
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston and Tufts University 

F m  scholars have setved as "keeper of the flame" with the longevity and success of Bettina Schmitz. Since the age of the 
great excavations at Giza, perhaps no other colleague has done more to preserve the legacy of Hermann Junker's work at 
Giza. She has helped steer the Pelizaeus-Museum through both feast and famine years, assisted with countless major inter- 
national exhibitions in collaboration with Arne Eggebrecht, edited and supervised ambitious puhlicatinn projects such as 
the Hildesheimer Ägyptologische Beiträge and the Corpus Antiquitatum Aegyptiacarum, and all the while producing a 
steady stream of her own scholarship of the highest quality. 

It is my hope that Bettina Schmitz will enjoy seeing this "old friend" discussed once more, along with some more mo- 
dern excavation history to accompany it. The collaboration between the original American (Reisner) and GermanIAustrian 
(Junker) expeditions at Giza could not have been smoother. In more recent decades, I have heen privileged to enjoy some 
of that Same spirit of collahoration, for which I thank colleagues, curators and museum directors past and present (see note 
44), as well as the honoree of the present volume. 

Few Old Kingdom individuals cut a more imposing figure than Hemiunu, son of Nefermaat,' nephew of Khufu, and 
likely supervisor of the Khufu pyramid project. While the over-lifesized Statue in Hildesheim (Pelizaeus-Museum Inv. Nr. 
19622) Comes first to mind when Hemiunu's name is mentioned, nevertheless two limestone raised relief fragments in the 
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston (MFA 27.296 and 27.1123; figs. 10-13) also communicate his Singular visage. In fact, the 
first of these two reliefs has often been cited as corrnhoration for the modern reconstruction of the Hildesheim statue's 
face? For another example of idiosyncratic facial features (portraimre?) in hoth two- and three-dimensional sculpture, we 
might note the reserve head and selected raised relief images from the chapel of Nefer (G 21 10) at G i ~ a . ~  In the pages below 
I would like to revisit the archaeological context for the rwo Boston reliefs, as well as for some additional Hemiunu frag- 
ments, for their excavation history has never been adequately summarized. I also hope to suggest some possible reconstruc- 
tions of HemiunuS decorative program in his mastaba chapel. And finally, one ofthe Boston Hemiunu faces (MFA 27.296) 
falsely came into question during a minor quibble over excavation concessions between the American and GermanIAustri- 
an expeditions at Giza. As an exercise in archival research that is not without some historical interest? I will conclude with 
a summarv of those events. 

' Besides rhe administrative rirles rhar Nefermaat and Hemiunu share, rhe w o  individuals are further linked by rhe unique use ofcolored pasre ro fill in 
sunk relief hiemglyphs; see W.S. Smirh, "The Origin ofSome Unidenrified Old Kingdom Reliefs," AJA42, 1946, 530. 
H. Junker, GiPa1.153-57, pls. 18-23: B. Schmin, in DarAlteRrich, HilderheimIMainz 1986,3638; J. Assmann, "Prüervarion and Presenerion of 
Self in Ancient Egyptinn Ponraiture," in I? Der Manuelian, ed., Smdier in Honor of Willim BI4 Simpron I, Boston 1996,62. 

' Schmirz, in DarAlteReich, 38; WS. Smirh, TheArtandArchirrcn<rrofAncientEgypr, rhird edirion, New Havcn and London 1998,56, fig. 103; idem, 
"The Tomb of Herep-heres I," BMFA 51 1953, pp. 23, 26 fig. 4; G. Sreindorff, "Ein Relieniildnis des Prinzen Hemiun," ZÄS 73 1937, 120. The 
srarue face has been rearored several rimer; a parrid resrorarion is visible in Junker's "Vorläufiger Berichr über die Grabungen bei den Pyramiden von 
Gizeh wrn 22. Januar bis 7. April 1912." Amigw dwphi(orophirckhiitonich~n KLvirder bei,. Abadcmiedrt Wissen~chajm vom 10. Juli, Jorgong 1712, 
Nr. 18, Vienna 1912, pl. 4 (hereafrer Vorberichr 1912). A complete rearorarion had dready bcen completed by die time ofJunkerS more formal pu- 
blicarion in Giza I, Vienna 1929, pls. 19-22. Unfortunarely, no resrorarion documencarion suivives From rhese years. In 1974 a second resrorarion was 
underraken ar rhe Pelizaeus-Museum, Hildesheim, under rhe direcrorrhip ofArne Eggebrechr. Anorher partial rnodel for rhe resrorarion ofrhe qves was 
rhe Saqqara srarue of Ranefer (Egyprian Museum, Cairo, JE 10063 = CG 19; See M. Saleh and H. Sourouzian, Egptidn Murrum Cßiro, Ofi ial  Ccata- 
logur, Mainz 1987, cat. No. 45, wich addiriond bibliography). For informarion on rhis subjecr, 1 am gracehil ro Ancje Spiekermnnn, Giza Projekt, 
Peliraeus-Museum, Hildesheim (personal communiarion, December 17, 2007). 
G.A. Reisneb A Xiimy ofthe G& Nmpolir I, Cambridge, Mass 1942, pls. 30b and 34~-1; D. Spsnel, Through AnAent @CI: Egyptian Pornairum, 
Birmingham, AL 1988.32, figs. 38-39, and 36, figr. 40-41; D. Dunham, "Portrainim in Ancienr Egypr," BMFA 41, no. 246, Dec. 1943,69. figr. 
3-4; WS. Srnirh, A H i m y  ofEgyptiypnan Snilpmr~andPnintingin rhc OldKingdom (hereafter HESPOM, 2"" edirion, Oxford 1949, pl. 48d-e; i d m ,  
AncienrEgyprar qrrrentedin rhr Murrum o f h e  Am, Bmon. u'%dirion Boston 1960,3637, figs. 4-15. 
This arricle is one of a series of essays based on dara recenrly made accessible by rhe Giza Archives Projecr (w.gizapyramids.org). For rhe firsr arricle 
in rhis seiies of "gleanings," see "A 'New' Slab Srela for Nefer from G 21 10? (Giza Archives Projecr Gleanings: I),'' in S.E. Thompson and I? Der Ma- 
nuelian, c&., Egypt nndBqoyond Er~r?y~Preisnted to LeonardH L& upon hir Retimentfrom the Wilbour ChIirofEgptobgy at Bmwn Univmi9 June 
2005, Providence 2008,227-36. For permission ro illusrrarc images from rhe Museum of Fine Ans, Boscon collections, as well as quoce from unpublis- 
hed soures, I am grateful ro Rira E. Freed, John F. Cogan, Jr. 2nd Mary L. Cornille Chaii o f k t  of rhe Ancicnr World, MFA). All HU-MFA Expedi- 
rion-relared images, excepr where orhenvise nored, are reproduced courtq Museum of Fine k r s ,  Boston. 



I) Excavation History 
In December 1925 the Harvard University-Boston Museum of Fine Arts Expedition was clearing the mastabas of Ceme- 
tery G 6000. In following a causeway ramp easrwards, the Crew approached the area south of Hemiunu's large mastaba, G 
4000 (see fig. 1). Figs. 2 and 3 provide nvo views of the progressive clearance of this part of the Western Cemetery, taken 
in December 1906 and October 1913, looking northwest from high up on rhe Khafre pyramid. G. ReisnerS HU-MFA 
Expedition Diary page for Sunday, December 20, 1925 contains a sketch and description of the work done in this area (fig. 
4; diary page), and is transcribed below: 

Having picked up the main causeway of G 6040 in the low ground east of Steindorff dump, and found it continuing castwards 

rowards rhe back of G 4140, we began dcaring away Junker's dump and rhc underlying sand in rhe angle benveen G 4000 and 

G 4140 in order to find the continuation of the main causeway. For it is clear that it must turn south or north at this point or 

abour here . .. 

In the dnft sand (not in Junckers dump) we came on a pile of broken white Ist. [limestone] pieces which had evidently been ac- 

cumulated as the result of the work af the lime-burners. Apparently when the chamber af Hemyuwn was broken up by the lime 

burners (or quarrymen) rhe blodts wert hauled our inro rhis space ar rhe sourh%and here broken up for rhc kiln (or for building 

stone). Same small pieces wirb reliefs were found among these fragmenw.' 

In all, at least thirry-one fragments, some of them uninscribed, turned up in this heap of limestone blocks. The appendix 
at the end of this article presents the collection. Of  the nvo large-scale faces, the better-preserved relief (MFA 27.296 = 

Object Register no. 25-12-299: figs. 10-1 1 below) is by far the better known. The other, (MFA 27.1 123 = Object Register 
no. 25-12-324; figs. 12-13 below), has received far less attention, and was only photographed for the first time in 2004. 
Regarding the paucity of surviving decoration in Hemiunu's chapel, Junker stated that "Der Verlust der Reliefs ist um so 
schmerzlicher, als die (erhaltenen) Reste allerbesten Stil zeigen und vielleicht das einzige darstellen, was außer den Opfer- 
platten uns aus der Zeit des Cheops überkommen ist."8 W.S. Smith commented rhat, after the Old Kingdom, interest in 
Hemiunu's relief sculpture is attested by red-painted artists' guidelines preserved on selected fragments.' Some of the red 
lines extend into breaks, proving that the guidelines were added after the fragments were removed from their respective 
locarions in the southern niche. 

11) Mastaba G 4000 
Hemiunu$ corridor chapel area was recently re-excavated by the Supreme Council of Antiquities. This work re-exposed the 
corridor, with its north and south niches, for the first time since Junker's original excavation in 1912 (see figs. 5-9). Like 
so many early mastabas at Giza, mastaba G 400010 rweals evidence of several construction phases. Already one of the largest 
tombs in rhe Western Cemetery, the mastaba core (Reisner's rype IIa") received extensions to the south and the east. De- 
pending on whether the cattle Count was still consistently taken biennially in early Dynasty4,12 more than a decade's inter- 
val may have elapsed benveen the original core construction and die subsequent extension. Reisner was uncertain if G 4000 
was already under constniction when the surrounding mastabas to the easr were built (G 4150, G 4160, G 4250, and 
G 4260),15 but Junker was convinced that Hemiunu's tomb existed prior to the construction of these smaller eastern mas- 
tabas (fig. I).'" 

G 4000 received w o  burial shafts, a highly unusual feature for a Khufu-era Giza mastaba.The south shaft was presumab- 
ly dug first, dien abandoned unfinished in favor of a second, northern shaft, which was completed and lined with limestone 

' The word "norrhn has been correcred ro Sourh," and rhe conecrion is signed by Reisner "G-A-R. 1938" in red pencil in rhe margin of rhe diary 

Page. ' HU-BMFA Expedirion Diary for Sunday, December 20, 1925: Diary vol. 15.9% rrored in die Museum of Fine Arrs, Boston. 
Junker, GIen1, 145. 
Smiih. AJA -2. 510. i iorc thrr som<. iif (mlrhr On ccr K~g.rrrr niimhrir arc incnrrrcr. in hg. 1,. rel.er rrqrnenr 25-12-313 rh<i~lu hc ;nrreaca i n  

25-12-3ii3. rnrl 25-12-329 <hould hc corrrcrcd to 25-12-121 - .\IF.\ 25 2946); in hp.. 16.29-12-,310 rhould be correcrcd so 25-12-304. - 
" PM 111, 122-23; Junker,Vorberichr 1912, idrm, Glvz 1,13242; Reimer, GipoNcrmpolii 1.455-56; N. Srnidwick, TheAdminirrrotinn ofEgypt in rht 

OMKingdom. Tbc Highc~f TifIc~ ond rhrir Holdm London 1985, 117 [96]; M. Baud, Familie royok rrpouvoir row ('Ancien Empire igprien 2, Cairo, 
1999, 5 1 6 1 7  Ll51l: F. Jhosi, Gimindrr4. Dynnrtie, Vienna2005, 114. 125, 183-84. P. Piacenrini, LeiS~bcrdanrlaro~i4tiigyptienne&/Xncien 
Empin I, Paris 2002, 102-103. 

" Reisner, Giu?Nec~opoliriI, 3 9 4 0 :  Janosi. Gipa in der<. Dynatie, 221-22. 
" See Jinosi, Giu? in dcr 4. Dynnrhe, 6 7 4 9 ,  and J. Nolan, "The Original Lunar Calendar 2nd Canle Counts in Old Kingdom Egypr,>' in S. Bickel and 

A. Lopricno, eds., Ba$</ EgyptologyI>nzc 1, (Aegypriaca Helvetica 17), Basel 2003.75-97. 
I' Reisncr, Gien Necmpolir I ,  75,454. 
'"unker, Gien 1, 132. 



h l~cks . '~  Likewise unusual is the presence of two faise doors and serdahs in the long corridor chapel created by the eastern 
extension (figs. 5-6). The southern false door niche (fig. 7) may have replaced an original slah stela set into the exterior east 
face of the mastahak core.'"he south niche was clearly the primaty cult focus; the corridor chapel's entrance was located 
here," and was fronted hy two exterior mud-hrick chamhers appended to the corridor chapel. One chamber had a lime- 
stone offering hasin set into its southeast Corner (fig. 8).IR Normally a Menkaure-era dating criterion, two false doors in the 
chapel do appear in certain Khufu-era mastahas reserved for the most elite sepulchers (G 2220, G 4000, G 7510, G-Ih, 
G-Ic). The north chapel niche (fig. 9) contained the serdab with the famous statue in Hildesheim (Pelizaeus-Museum Inv. 
NI. 1962). 

Since the chapel was dismantled in antiquiry, it is extremely difficult to assess the original decoration program. The 
north chapel, whose serdah contained the statue now in Hildesheim (Inv. Nr. 1962), may have borne some architrave texts 
over the false door. 'The south niche was certainly decorated, as indicated by a few texts and scenes discovered by Junker 
in situ on the north exterior fapde of the chapel entrance, as well as on the northern entrance thickness (Hildesheim Inv. 
NI. 2146). 

Due to the proximity of die pile of fragments found hy Reisnet in 1925 to the southern end of Hemiunu's cbapel, and 
to the possible total ahsence of decoration on the north niche, it is most likely that the Boston relief fragments derive from 
the decorated south niche. 

111) The iwo faces of Hemiunu 
The better-preserved Boston face relief (MFA 27.296) shows a highly individualized image of Hemiunu in quite bold rai- 
sed relief, looking left from the far right edge of the hlock (figs. 10-11). Portions of five hieroglyphs survive to the left of 
center. Since its discovery the relief has lost minor details, as is evident from a comparison of the photographs in fig. 10. In 
the earlier photograph, a third lock of Hemiunu's long striated wig is visible, and much more of the hread loaf bj sign is 
preserved in the upper left edge of the fragment Moreover, the undecorated left side of the block, once bearing Reisner's 
tomb and Object Register numbers in black paint, was removed some time before the later photograph was taken, most 
likely for purposes of mounting and display. 

Hemiunu's protruding forehead gives way to a pronounced nose that dominates the rest of the face. The nostril is not 
overly emphasized, but the philtrum is clearly delineated. Full lips are indicated, with the upper lip receiving more of the 
sculptor's attention. From the lower lip, a crease and then a bulbous chin curves downwards towards the edge of the frag- 
ment. Hemiunu's wide eye is oudined swerely to hood the recessed eyehail and iris. An elongated inner canthus extends 
slightly downward, almost to the bridge of the nose. A plastic eyehrow swoops well ahove the eye, to curve hack again and 
end in a sharp, though damaged, point. Modeling accentuates the carving in several places over the face, most notahly in 
the bag under the eye, around the nostril, and in the chin area. The missing rest of the head, wig, and even neck all serve, 
inadvertently, to emphasize this powerful visage. Even if the face wete surrounded hy a completely preserved figure, Hemi- 
unu would still command our undivided anention. 

The hip dj nswt formula fills the center of the fragment. Suhtle carving is apparent in the extremely fine lines of the 
vertical ties on the hip sign's bread tray, and even the hread loaf that sits upon it reveals some modeling towards its base. 
Less clear is the nature of the round-topped sign at the extreme left of the fragment; while it seems to resemble the htp 
hieroglyph, insufficient space exists to accommodate a second hip tray so close to the first hip sign, whose left edge is just 
visible above the fragment3s hreak.""n fig. 16 1 have reconstructed the top of Hemiunu's staff as the object represented, 
hased on a suggestion kindly made hy Antje Spiekermann. 

The second relief fragment with Hemiunu's face (MFA 27.1 123) has received much less attention, no doubt due to the 
poor state of preservation (figs. 12-13). All that remains are ten rows of curls on Herniunu's ~ i g , ~ '  part of his arching 
eyehrow, his eye, and his nostril. Nevertheless, the powerful facial features in bold relief are clearly visible. The wig is carved 
high against Hemiunu's cheek, his eye socket is deep-set and outlined, and the nostril flares in a well-drilled semicircle. It 
is unformnate that no more of the nose is preserved to compare with the highly idiosyncratic nose on the better-preserved 
fragment MFA 26.297 (fig. 10-1 1). 

" Jdnosi, Givl in drr 4. Dyn&, 205. 
' V o r  descriprions of chapel decoarion, sec Junke~ G i s  1, 145 K, and Jdnosi, Givl in drr 4. Dynatie, 183-84; on rhe slab scela issue: Manuelian, Skzb 

Stelaa of thr GrPa Neropob~, N w  Haven and Philadelphia 2003, 1 4 3 4 4 .  
" Far a parallel ro diis unusud placemenr of che chapel encrance on the murh side of rhe easr A l ,  see die exterior srone chapel of Nefer (G 21 10); Reis- 

"er, Givl Nermpolir 1,201, fig. 109. 
Jinosi, Givl in drr4. Dyn&, I84 n. 1123; similar examples in G 1223, G 4350. 

'I Junker, Givl 1 ,  145, fig. 23a. 
" Smirh, AJA 46, 1942, 527 believed rwo HQ rignr are prerenr on the relief 
" Fischer's and Cherpian's dating crireria are unforrunarely of linle use hcre because the cap row of airla ar die crawn of thr head is not presemed: H.G. 

Fischer, 'X Scribe of rhc Army in a Saqqara Mascaba of chc Early Fifdi Dynasnr'JNES 18, 1959,238-39: N .  Cherpion, Marzzba et hypo& dannen 
rmpim, Brussels 1989,55-56. 





V) Boundary Issues: The American and German/Ausuian Concessions at Giza 
In later years, the Boston relief MFA 27.296 was inadvertently drawn into a minor dispute over the Giza excavation con- 
cessions as agreed upon hy Reisner and Junker. Correspondence exists henveen the two parties and their institutions, and 
some notes, mitten upon the Reisner letters in Dows Dunham's unmistakahle handwriting, add the phrases "Complaint 
re frag. of Relief of Hem-Iwn," and "Re Hem-Iwn fragment." The events seem to have taken the Course laid out below. 

In 1912 the HU-BMFA Expedition was clearing the eastern portion of the Cemetery en E~helon.)~ The (northern) 
boundary line hetween the German/Austrian and the American concessions followed east-west from the northwest Corner 
of the Khufu Pyramid through the Western Cemetery (westwards towards the south end of mastaba G 2000 = Lepsius 23: 
See fig. 18). By the nature of its uneven rows, the Cemetery en Echelon forced the concession houndary line to bisecr Cer- 
tain mastahas, leaving them to overlap both concession areas. In October 1912, six months after the conclusion of Junker's 
first excavation season,)' his reis Sadiq believed that Reisner had transgressed too far (southwards) into the GermanIAustri- 
an concessi~n.?~ As Junker was back in Germany at this time, Sadiq undertook to write rhe officials at the Pelizaeus-Muse- 
um, who in turn contacted Reisner at Giza about the matter. While these documents have yet to surface in the archives at 
the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, if indeed they still exist, there are in Boston two of Reisner's replies, one to Wilhelm 
Pelizaeus himself (dated October 18, 1912), the other to Junker (dated November 1, 1912). It is these letters that Dows 
Dunham helieved to concern the Hemiunu relief(s), and his confusion is understandable, since no specific tombs or anci- 
ent individuals are mentioned in the correspondence. But &er quoting both letters in full helow, I beliwe it will be appa- 
rent that Reisner is referring ro none other than the tomh of Pehenptah (G 5280, formerly known as G 2320), the early 
Fifrh Dynasty royal document scrihe and son of Seshemnefer I (owner of G 4940) and Amendjefae~.)~ Pehenptah's tomh 
was a large, multi-shafted mastaba overlapping the German/Austrian and American concessions' east-west boundary line 
in the Cemetery en Echelon (fig. 18). Reisner's clearance of the disturhed serdab revealed a series of statues and statue 
fragments which, I believe, must have caught Sadiq's attention. Reisner's first letter stated (I have not corrected his Ger- 
man): 

Pyramids 
Cairo 
Okt. 18, 1912 
Sehr geehrter Herr Pelizaeus, 

Ich habe eine Anfrage vom Museum erhalten ob ich auf lhrem Gebiete grabe. Da diese Anfrage scheinbar auf Ihrem 
Antrag gemacht worden, möchte ich Sie bitten die Sache selbst zu untersuchen. Sie werden sich erinnern dass wir uns 
versprochen haben alles unter uns friedlich abzumachen. Das Prinzip dass eine Mastaba die zum grössten Ted in einem 
Gebiet liegt auf der Andere hinüber verfolgt wird ist seit dem ersten Jahre nie angefochten worden. Zum Beispiel, Jun- 
cker hat im letzten Jahr die grosse Mastaba etwa zehn meter südlich auf unserem Gebiet verfolg. In dem jetzigen Falle 
glaube ich doch dass ich die Grenze kaum überschritten haben. Die gegenseitige Anklage beim Museum schadet nur 
beide Interessen. 

Mit bestem Grusse, 
Ihr ergebener 
[G.A. Reisner] 

"'Junker's grosse Mastaba" is most likely G 4000, the tomb of Hemiunu, the largest tomb Junker had cleared up to October 
1912 (and beyond). Reisner's second letter, addressed to Junker, goes into more detail concerning the principles of conces- 
sion sharing: 

'" Sec mosr recently P. Jdnosi "Old Kingdom combs and daring- problems and priorities. The Cemetery en Edielon ac Giza," in M. B d a ,  ed., Thr O l d  
Kingdom ArrandAtrhaeology P-roceedinp ofthr Conjenre held i n  &gut, May 31-June 4,2004, Prague 2006, 175-83. 

" Junker's expedirion departed Giza on April 8, 1912 afrer w o  2nd a half monrhs afwork. The second season did not commence unril Decemher 16, 
1912: cf. Junker, Vorherichr 1913. 

" Ar rhe Insrirut fiir&yptologie, Universitär Wien, there is a diaiy cntry from April 1, 1912: -...Am Morgen kommr Stcindorfi Unterredung weg" 
eines Missvenaendnisscs in der Abtretung der Grabungskonzession." But rhis incidenr is clearly connecred to rhe diange of expedirion diiecronhip ar 
Gizs from Steindorffover ro Junker, and in any Ease rakes place a good six monrhs before rhe evenrs in quesrion. 1 rhank Perer Jdnosi, kindly brought 
rhir diary enrry in che Insrinir für Ägyprologie, Vienna, CO my arrenrion. 
PM 111, 158; Reisner. GiuiNenopolrr I, 251, 376 fig. 201: Junker, Glza 111, 10 [G]: Piacenrini, Ler Seibc$&nr Iaroriiriigyptienne dt IÄncienEmpire 
1, 16667.  For rhe ramb of Seshemnefer I, see now N. Kanawari, Zmbs at G& 1. f f i i m n k h  (G45611 andSerhmnef i r  I (G4940). Wminscer 
2001. 



Pyramids 
Cairo 
Nov. l", 1912 

Lieber Freund! 
Es thur mir Leid dass Sädeeq sich nicht besser überlegt hat. Dass er Ihnen geschrieben hat, war ganz in Ordnung. Er hat 
sich aber auch bei dem Geschäftsführer Herrn Pelizaeus beklagt, und der hat einen Brief an das Museum gesandt. Das 
Museum hat hieraus Ibrahim Faid geschickt um die Frage zu untersuchen. Natürlich hat Sädeeq nur aus Loyalität ge- 
handelt, und darf nicht zu viel getadelt; aber trotzdem hat er sich beklagt ohne mich zu fragen wo die Grenzlinie liegt. 
Ich versuche eben den nach Osten liegenden Teil unserer Concession fertig zu machen ehe Sie anfangen, damit nichts 
die Bau Ihrer Feld-bahn-linie über unserer Concession nach Norden verhindert oder verzögert. Die südlichen Ende der 
Mastaba-Reihe die östlich von der Seshem-nofer Mastaba liegen, sind in einer Fluglinie mit den südlichen Enden der 
grossen gelben Mastabas welche an Ihrer Nord-grenze liegen. Nach unseren gegenseitigen Abmachungen und der seit 
Anfang bestehenden Praxis kann kein Zweifel bestehen dass ich nur in vollem Recht gegraben habe. 
Uebrigens sind die Statuen nichts besonders - ein zertrümmert, ein kopflos, ein mit beschädigtem Gesicht. Anbei sen- 
de ich eine Photographie der Grabung." 

Wir werden uns freuen Sie un Ihr Fräulein Schwester wieder zu sehen. Mit vielen herzlichen Grüssen von uns allen, 
Ihr, wie immer, 
REISNER. 

The key sentence in Reisner's letter towards elucidating the location of the dispute is in the final Paragraph, which discusses 
the 'unimpressive" statuary: one destroyed, one headless, and another with damaged face. This description jihes quite well 
with the statues found in Pehenptahk serdab; these are illustrated in figs. 17-20, although there were actually additional 
fragments that Reisner did not mention in this lette~.)~ Reisner defends himself by describing his efforts to clear the area so 
that Junker may run his Decauville railway over the American concession and out to the north of the Giza plateau. 

For some reason, the Situation was not resolved until much later, probably due to the two excavator< varying digschedules, 
and their concentration on other areas of the Western Cemetery. In May of 1914Junker wrote to Reisner on the subject: 

Wien V11111 Alserstrasse 17 
am 13. Mai 1914 

Lieber Reisner, 

wie ich durch einen Brief meines Reis erfahre, liegt ein Missverständnis vor, das ich nur auf ungenügende Information 
zurückführen kann. Wenn ich recht verstehe, handelt es sich um einen Grabschacht, von dem ich annahm, dass er noch 
auf unserem Gebiete lag. Ich hatte seinerzeit gebeten, von der Durchsuchung desselben abzustehen, bis ich mit Ihnen 
persönlich Rücksprache genommen habe. Andererseits stellte ich an der Nordgrenze unserer Grabung auf Bitte Ihres 
Herrn Assistenten die Arbeit ein, weil er glaubte, dass der jetzt unbearbeitet gebliebene Teil noch zu Ihrer Konzession 
gehöre. Die Abmachung beruht somit auf voller Gegenseitigkeit. Da sich Ihre Rückkehr verzögerte und ich nicht mehr 
die Möglichkeit hatte, mit Ihnen zu sprechen, nahm ich an, dass die Entscheidung bis zur nächsten Kampagne vertagt 
werde. Ich möchte Sie darum bitten, alles bis zu diesem Zeitpunkt aufden stams quo zu belassen, da ja hier eine einsei- 
tige Lösung nicht angängig ist. Ich bin überzeugt, dass wir mündlich die Frage in kurzer Zeit ohne Schwierigkeit lösen 
werden, so aber könnte bei Ihren und meinen Leuten der Anschein erweckt werden, als handele sich um ein Streitob- 
jekt, für das eine friedlicheVereinbarung nicht gefunden werden könne, und es täte mir leid, wenn dadurch ein irgenwie 
gearteter Gegensatz zwischen unseren Leuten herbeigeführt würde, was wir doch unter allen Umständen vermeiden 
müssen. Unser Reis beklagt sich, man habe ihn gar mit der Flinte bedroht, als er sich die Sache blos ansehen wollte. Ich 
glaube wir wollen beide derartige Zustände nicht. 

Mit besten Glückwünschen für Ihre glänzenden Erfolge im Sudan und vielen Grüssen verbleibe ich 

Ihr sehr ergebener 
H. Junker 

" A duplicare prinr of rhir phocograph was nor pmerved with rhe lener in rhe archives of rhe Museum of Fine Arrs, Boston. 
" Addirional views of rhe romb are illusrrared in E. Brovarski, 'X Triad for Pehenpcah," in Er~ay~ in honour 0fPr-f Dr. Jadzuiga Lipimka, Wmaw Egyp- 

rological Studies 1, Warsaw 1997, pl. 47.1-2. 



It seems that depending where exactly one placed the hypothetical east-west boundary line, Reisner was in the right or in 
thewtong. A hypothetical line runningwestwards. parallel to the north face ofthe Khufu pyramid, places patt ofPehenptalis 
mastaba G 5280 in the American wncession. However, a hypothetical east-west line following the south Face of mastaba 
G 2000 puts Pehenptah completely in the GermanIAustrian concession (see fig. 18). 

In fact, the statuaty turned out to be much more than "nichts besonders," but Reisner may perhaps be forgiveo for 
helittling this find in comparison to the many extraordinaty discoveries that he and Junker had so far unearthed. Despite 
Reisner's rather self-righteous claim of innocence, one wonders if he did not feel some form of restitution was in order after 
all. The reason for this speculation lies in the fact that the three major statues from the serdab of G 5280 did not all go die 
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston and the Egyptian Museum, Cairo, but to those museumsplur the Kunsthistorisches Muse- 
um, Vienna. Boston received the damaged triad of Amendjefaes flanked hy two images of her son Pehenptah.16 The stan- 
ding male figure of Pehenptah, unique in that its right leg is advanced, was sent to Cairo.9'And the headless pair statue is 
now Kunsthistorisches Museum, Vienna Inv. Nr 7502.'R 

It is rhus clear that this minor squabble, contrary CO Dows Dunham's assumptions, and my own incorrect summaty of 
the situation in a previous publication," l ad  nothing to do with the tomb of Hemiunu, or the Boston relief MFA 27.296. 
The boundary dispute occurred in late 1912: the Boston Hemiunu reliefwas not discovered until December 1925. 

Highlighting this correspondence hardly arnishes the exemplary collahoration hetween the GermanIAustrian and the 
Americm expeditions to Giza in the first half of the twentieth century. In fact, there were severai minor "Grenzüberschrei- 
tungen" over the years. Fot example Georg Steindorff excavated G 2005, which lay clearly in the American portion of die 
Western Cemetery.4OAnd in 1938, Junker wrote: 

Im Jahre 1912 hatte G. Reisner den anschließenden Teil seiner Konzession in Angriff genommen und dabei gebeten, daß das 

Südende der ansroßenden Mastaba, das auf unserem Gebier leg, ihm überlassen werde. Er fand hier die Kulrkammer des 

S j „ f ,  11, deren Zugang in einem Vorraum lag. (Boston Bulletin XI, 20):' 

Despite these events, when Junker hoped to resume his excavations in 1925 after the end of the First World War, Reisner 
was only too willing to lend him the services of reis Sadiq and other Egyptim staff members, most ofwhom had joined his 
crew in 1914.42 O n  May 4, 1931, Junker wrote to Reisner informing him that he (Reisner) had heen elected a member of 
the Archäologisches Institut. And finally, upon receiving congrarulatoty words from Junker on his swentieth birthday 
(November 5, 1927), Reisner wrote back stating ".. . 1 look fotward with pleasure to the continuation of our cooperation 
reading the history of the Giza necropolis.. . We have worked side by side at Giza for so many years and have nwer had a 
quarre1 over our boundaries, and I prize your friendship and your good wishes more than I can ~ay."'~To these two indivi- 
duals, and in more recent yeats a host of scholarsM following in their footsteps, including the honoree of the present volu- 
me, we owe a tradition of international cooperation that has enlightened out attempts to comprehend the development of 
the Giza plateau. At present, it is a goal of the Giza Archives Project, an international endeavor to share the scholarly do- 
cumentation online of ail archaeological activity at Giza, to continue this tradition. 

i' Thir rriad (12-104 = MFA 13.4330 +12.4358) har received much arrencion in rccenr decader, as parts of ir have rraveled ro Memphis, TN and back 
CO Bosron, and irs reconsrrucrian, wirh all rhree heada in placc, is now completr. See M. Earon-Krauss, "Pseudo-Groupr," in Kunrrdes Alm Reicher, 
SDAIK 28, Mainz 1995, 59, 74, no. -30. pl. 14a, and E. Brovarski, '~ATriad for Pehenprah," fi Lipin~ka, 261-73. In addition, here were the head 
and feer ofa sraruerte: MFA 13.31 57, Smith HESPOK, pl. 26b (lower righr). All of rhe sraruary from G 5280 is summarired by Brovarski "ATriad for 
Pehenprah," Fr Lipinrka, erp. 26668.  

)' Egyprian Mureum, Cairo JE 4460% ReisnrdFirher, Treliminary Reporr on rhe Work of rhe Harvard-Boston Expedirion in 1911-13," AS4E 13, 
1914, 250, pl. 10a. The sratue was recenrly illusrraced, wirh a very shorr descriprion, in R Assem, "Two Stanies and a Naos ar rhe Caim Museum," 
JARCE41,2004, 138, fig. 5. 

'' For Vienna Inv. Nr. 7502 see B. Jaroshin-Deckerr 2nd E. Rogge, Stamen &Alten Rcichei, CAA Wien 15 Mainz 1993,4549. 
In 1996 1 mirrakenly followed Dunham's condurions relaring the Hemiunu relief ro rhir boundary diapute; cf. "A month in the life ofa grear Egypro- 
logist: Gcorge Reisner in March, 1912." Kmt7 no. 2 Summer 1916, 72-73. 

'" For sharing this discovery wirh me, I am grateful ro Anrje Spiekermann, who describes rhc exavarion ofG 2005 elsewhere in rhis volume. 
*' Junker, GUa 111, Vienna, 1938, 187. 
" Junker's requerr lerrer ro Reisner for rhe services af Sadiq daces ro Seprember 30, 1925; Reimer's reply dares CO September 1 I, 1925; eirher Reirner 

meanr ro rype Occober (inaread of September) 11. 1925, or Junker's original Sadiq reqursr predater September 11. 1925. Borh lertcn are scored in rhe 
archiver ofthe Museum of Fine Am, Boston. 

'' These lerren nre also srored in rhe archives of rhe Museum of Fine Arrs, Bosron. 
" Ilnrernarional Giza ollaborarion in recenr years has been made possible by such scholan as Eleni Vasilika, Giovanni Bergamini, Eliae Fiore-Marocher- 

ri, and Marilde Borlz (Turin), Manfred Bierak Regina Hölzl, and Pmer Jinori (Vienna), Srephan Seidlmayer, Srefan Grunerr, Diemich Wildung, and 
Klaus Finneiser (Berlin), Hans-Werner Fischer-EIFert and Friederike Seyfried (Leipzig), Karja Lembke, Berrina Schmitz, and Ancje Spiekermann (Hil- 
desheim), Joan Knudsen, Carhlcen Keller, and Elizaberh Minor (Berkeley), Zahi Hawass, Wafaa el-Saddik (Caim), %mal Wahied, Ala El-Shahar, 
Mohammed Shiha, and Mansour Boraik (Gira), William Kelly Simpson (Kamnah), Rira Freed and Edward Brovarski (Boston), David Silverman 2nd 
Josef Wegner (Philadelphia), and Mark Lehner (GiillBoaron). 



25-12-301: Relief with hand holdingstafE Smith, in A g  46, 1942, fig. 14. unagea: SC172209; B9107. 

25-12-302: Relief with part of Min s i p  (Sign List R23). Smith, in AjA 46, 1942, fig. 16. 

25-12-303: Relief with portion of male leg(?). Smith, inAj!4 46, 1942, @. 14. 

25-12-304aa: Relief with hiemgiyphic titles: brp mnuy pr-w: w nnul fImtwnw. Smith, in AM 46, 1942, f% 16. 
Images: top: SC172210; B9107; C13245; bottom: SC17221 1; B9107. 





I 
1 
'I 

I --I - ' I  

I- n 
I I I 

25-12-313 = MFA 25.2937: Relief with standing male hiemglyph holduig staff. Smith, inAj3 46, 1942, fig. 16. 
Images: SC122228; B9107; B8220. 

25-12-314 = MFA 25.2938: Relief witb cow's and black-painted lines (now faded away). Smith, in AJA 46, 1942, fig. 12. 
Images: SC122229; B9107; C13245. 

25-12-3 L5 = MFA 25.2939: Relief witb basket nb basket sign and round hiemglyph. Smitb, inA3.4 46,1942, fig. 16. 
Images: SC122230; B8220; B91 10. 

25-12-316 = MFA 25.2940: Relief witb mied area for a hiemglyph, register line ar perhaps a border; widdi: 5.4 cm; lengrh: 8.5 cm. 
Images: SC122231; B9107. 

25-12-317 = MFA 25.2941: Relief witb pan of d ssign and redpaint line; widdi: 3.1 unl length: 4.6 cm. Smitb, inA3A 46, 1942, fig. 16. 
Images: SC1222232; B9107; C13245. 
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Cemetery 4000 

Fig. 1: Ovemiew plan of Cemetery 4000, with detail view of mastabas G 4000, G 4140, G 4150, and G 4160; 
afrer P. Jinosi, Givl in  der 4. Dynastie, Plan 4 (drawing by Liza Majerus, with author's additions). 
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Fig. 4: G.A. Reimer's HU-MFA Expedition Dias. Page for Sunday, December 20, 1925 (ED25-12-099). 



Fig. 5: Plan of die chapd of H
em

iunu, G
 4000 by N

icbolas M
dnikoff =
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eisner, 

G
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ecropolir I, 213, fig. 121, w
ith additions. 



Fig. 6: G 4000, eastern extension and corridor chapel, looking north. Above: Junker Expedition, 
1912 (AEOS I 5294, courtesy Kunsthistorisches Museum and die Institut für Ägyptologie, Vienna); 

below: January 16, 2004, Peter Der Manuelian, (PDM-01283). 
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Fig. 7: G 4000, southern false door niche, looking West. Above: Junker Expedition, 1912 (AEOS I 5300, 
courtesy Kunsthistorisches Museum and the Institut für Ägyptologie, Vienna); below: January 14, 2004, 

Peter Der Manuelian (PDM-00967). 



Fig. 8: G 4000, offering basin set into the southeast Corner of exterior chapel, looking east. Above: Junker Expedition, 
1912 (AEOS I 5293, courtesy Kunsthistorisches Museum and the Institut für Ägyptologie, Vienna); 

below: January 14, 2004, Peter Der Manuelian (PDM-00965). 
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Fig. 9: G 4000, north chapel niche, looking West. Above: Junker Expedition, 1912 (AEOS I 5264, 
courtesy Kunsthistorisches Museum and che Institut für Ägyptologie, Vienna); helow: August 11, 2005, 

Peter Der Manuelian (PDM-03541). 
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Fig. 14: T
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27.1 123; right: 27.296, detail). 
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Fig. 16: Possible reconstructions for G 4000, exterior faqade of the chapel; 
a: south of enrrance, facing north; b: north of entrance, facing south. 



F
ig. 17: P

ossible reconstructions for G
 4000, entrance thicknesses; a: south thickness, facing east; 

b: north thickness, facing east. 



Fig. 18: Partial plan of the Western Cemetery, showing the German/Ausuian concession (shaded in gray), 
and the location of the rnastabas of Hemiunu (G 4000) and Pehenptah (G 5280). 



Fig. 19: G
 5280 (= G

 2320), Pehenptah, serdab partly cleared, w
ith statues in sim

, looking north 
(12-10-4 =
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FA

 13.4330, 12-10-3, 12-10-2 =
JE

 44609). O
ctober 10, 1912, B
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F
ig. 20: G

 5280 (= G
 23201, Pehenptah, serdab cleared, w

ith statues in situ, lookingw
est (12-10-4 =

 M
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 13.4330, 
12-10-3, 12-10-2 =

JE
 44609). O

ctoher 11, 1912, B
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