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PREFACE

INCE 1974, WHEN FIRST COMING to the Museum of Fine Arts,
S Boston, as Curatorial Assistant in the Department of Egyptian

and Ancient Near Fastern Art (now the Department of Art of
the Ancient World), it has been the present writer’s privilege to work
with the unpublished excavation records of George A. Reisner and
the Joint Egyptian Expedition of Harvard University and the Boston
Museum of Fine Arts. The first of the archaeological sites with which
I was directly involved was Naga-ed-Dér in Upper Egypt, which be-
came the subject of a doctoral dissertation for the University of Chi-
cago. Since 1988, however, when I resigned as Curator of Egyptian
and Ancient Near Eastern Art in order to devote myself full time to
the publication of the Harvard—Boston excavations, the Giza
necropolis has been my principal focus of attention. The present vol-
ume is the first of three projected volumes in the Giza Mastabas
series of the Department of Art of the Ancient World. The second of
these, like the first, is dedicated to the Senedjemib Complex in the
Western Field at Giza, while the third is devoted to the great princely
mastabas of the Eastern Field and bears the tentative title 7he Mastabas
of Hordjedef (G 7210-20), Babaef (G 7310—20), an anonymous prince
(G 7330—40), Hetepheres II (G 7350), Horbaef and Meresankh 11 (G 7410—
20), Minkbaf (G 7340—40), and Ankh-haf (G 7510). The reliefs of these
mastabas were largely copied by the staff of the Giza Mastabas Project
of the University of Pennsylvania, Yale University, and the Museum
of Fine Arts, Boston, during three field seasons at Giza in 1981, 1982,
and 1989. Given the financial resources and appropriate circumstances,
it is to be hoped that they will appear in print in good time.

Between 1902 and 1942 Reisner uncovered nearly four hundred
mastaba-tombs at Giza. The results of his excavations were published
in A History of the Giza Necropolis, Vol. 1 (1942). There the tombs are
discussed in exhaustive detail from every conceivable architectural
and archaeological perspective. The systematic publication of the
wall decorations of the tomb chapels excavated by Reisner, however,
was only initiated in 1974 with the appearance of The Mastaba of
Queen Mersyankh 111, G 7530—7540, by Dows Dunham and William
Kelly Simpson.

From 1970 Professor Simpson had divided his time by agree-
ment with Yale University between that institution of higher learn-
ing, where he was Professor of Egyptology, and the Museum of Fine
Arts, where he was Curator of Egyptian and Ancient Near Eastern
Art. It was at his initiative that the Giza Mastabas Project came into
being, funded originally by a grant to Yale University and the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania from the Bureau of Educational and Cultural
Affairs of the United States Department of State and subsequently

the International Communications Agency (SCC 29368), as well as
a grant from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.

Between 1978 and 1980, despite the demands of an active cura-
torial department and a full-time teaching load at Yale University,
Dr. Simpson completed three additional volumes in the Giza Mas-
tabas series. They are: The Mastabas of Qar and Idu; The Mastabas of
Kawab, Khafkhufis I and II; Mastabas of the Western Cemetery, Part 1.

It was Kelly Simpson who introduced me to the methods of
epigraphic work on the Giza plateau. For making me a part of the Giza
Mastabas Project, I can never adequately express my debt to him.

It was during a visit to the Department of Egyptian and Ancient
Near Eastern Art in the Summer of 1973 that I first met the late Dows
Dunham, Curator of Egyptian Art Emeritus, who was then in the
fourth quarter of an active professional life largely dedicated to mak-
ing the results of the Harvard—Boston Expedition excavations in
Egypt and Nubia available to a scholarly and wider audience. Mr.
Dunham had been trained at Harvard University and in the field by
George Reisner himself (“Papa George” as Mr. Dunham referred to
him). He possessed an endless store of instructive and amusing anec-
dotes about the early years of the Harvard—Boston Expedition and
what it was like working with the great archaeologist. Many of these
stories have made their way into his entertaining account, Recollec-
tions of an Egyptologist (1972). It was Mr. Dunham who clarified for
me the intricacies of Reisner’s recording system.

A particular joy of working in the Egyptian Department in Bos-
ton in the 70s and 8os was the presence of the lamented Suzanne E.
Chapman, Associate Curator of Egyptian and Ancient Near Eastern
Art. Although never a member of the field staff of the Giza Mastabas
Project, Suzanne probably drew and inked more illustrations for
Egyptian Department publications than any other single individual.
These include many of the drawings in the present volume. Sue also
trained a number of the artist/epigraphers who subsequently worked
on the Giza Mastabas Project.

The Giza Plateau is a very special place. Even in August—at
which time the Giza Mastabas Project was often in the field owing to
teaching commitments during the academic year—when the valley
below can be hot and humid, there is always a steady breeze blowing
across the plateau. Whatever the time of the year, few tourists or lo-
cals penetrate the streets and alleys between the seried ranks of mas-
tabas, and a stroll along these by-ways in the quiet of a morning or
in the late afternoon, transports one into the far distant past. In
antiquity, of course, the cemetery reverberated with the obsequies of
court and government officials and with the chanting of funerary
priests performing the periodic rites on feast days. In addition, rela-
tives and descendants made frequent visits to the tomb chapels of the
dearly departed, and sometimes shared there a meal with the soul of
the deceased.

For permission to pursue our work within the confines of the
old Harvard-Boston concession at Giza, I would like to express my
gratitude to the successive heads of the Egyptian Antiquities Organi-
zation (now the Supreme Council of Antiquities). In my time, these
have included the late Dr. Shahata Adam, the late Dr. Ahmed Qadri,
the late Prof.-Dr. Sayed Tawfik, Prof.-Dr. Mohamed Ibrahim Abu
Bakr, Prof.-Dr. Mohamed Abdel-Halim Nur el-Din, and most
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recently Prof.-Dr. Gaballa Ali Gaballa. Thanks also go to the mem-
bers of the Permanent Committee of Archaeology of the Supreme
Council of Antiquities for their continuing approval of our work.

Our work on site at Giza was facilitated by a number of individ-
uals who have gone out of their way to aid us in our endeavors and
make us welcome. It is a great pleasure to acknowledge their contri-
butions to our work. At the Giza Inspectorate the late Dr. Nassif
Mohamed Hassan and Dr. Ahmed Moussa, Directors of Antiquities
for Giza, were courteous and encouraging. First and foremost, how-
ever, I would like to thank my good friend Dr. Zahi Hawass. Chief
Inspector at Giza, when we first met in 1975, in the intervening twen-
ty years he has risen to be General Director of Antiquities of the Giza
Pyramids and Saqqara and recently Undersecretary of State for the
Giza Pyramids. His diligence, hard work, and concern for the mon-
uments have made the Giza necropolis a great open air museum
readily accessible to tens of thousands of visitors each year.

A number of other colleagues at Giza have also received us with
cordiality and worked side by side with us on a daily basis. Over time
several have become valued friends. In particular I want to mention
Miss Amal Samuel and Mr. Mahmoud Afifi, Chief Inspectors at
Giza. Among the other members of the Giza Pyramids Inspectorate,
who have aided our work in a variety of ways, I would like to
acknowledge in particular Messrs. Ahmed el-Haggar, Director of the
Pyramids, Mansour Radwan, Senior Egyptologist, and Mohamed E.
Sheha, Inspector, as well as Inpectors Abdel-Qader Karamany, Tarek
Mohamed Al-Awadi, Ayman Wahby Taher, and Miss Nashwa Gaber.

A debt of thanks is also due the successive directors of the Cairo
office of the American Research Center in Egypt—Dr. James P.
Allen, Dr. Robert Betts, and Mr. Mark Easton—who aided our work
in Egypt. In particular, it is a pleasure to acknowledge the help cheer-
fully and efficiently given over the years by Mrs. Amira Khettab, Sec-
retary and now Deputy Director of the Cairo Center in processing
our paperwork at Abbasiyya and assuring that all went smoothly in
numerous other ways. She is now ably seconded in her work by her
son, Mr. Amir H. Abdul Hamid.

Home for the Giza Mastabas Project during several field seasons,
including those devoted in whole or in part to recording the reliefs
in the Senedjemib Complex, was the A.R.C.E. houseboat Fostat,
moored on the Nile corniche at Giza close-by Kubri el-Gamata.
Sadly, our snug and comfortable home is now gone and its place
taken by a riverside casino.

I would also like to acknowledge the help given in New York by
Dr. Terry Walz, until 1999 Executive Director of the American
Research Center. Over a period of several seasons Catherine Cline,
Manager of Research and Education Programs at the Center, has
processed our applications and ensured that communications
between the New York and Cairo offices went smoothly. I would like
to thank too the members of the Archaeological and Research Expe-
ditions Committee of the American Research Center for its continu-
ing sponsorship.

The Giza Mastabas Project has been fortunate in the participa-
tion of several very talented epigraphers. The first of these was not an
Egyptologist by training, but rather an artist (and graduate of the
School of the Museum of Fine Arts), Nicholas Thayer. Through years

of exposure to the monuments, Mr. Thayer (“Nicky”) developed an
extraordinary sensitivity to and knowledge of Egyptian art, and
many of the reliefs reproduced in previous volumes of the Giza Mas-
tabas series were copied by him. Although not actually participating
in any of the field seasons when the reliefs of the Senedjemib Com-
plex were copied, he inked many of the drawings included in the
present volume.

It is largely due to the efforts of Dr. Peter Der Manuelian and
Mr. Lynn H. Holden that we owe the facsimile copies of the auto-
biographical inscriptions of Senedjemib Inti reproduced in the
present volume, as well as numerous other drawings included herein.
Both visited Giza with Kelly Simpson before me and taught me what
I know today about the methods of epigraphy utilized by the Giza
Mastabas Project.

The individuals comprising the staff of the Giza Mastabas Project
changed in part from year to year, and I would like to acknowledge in
the following lists all of the collaborators who gave valuable assistance
in recording the reliefs of the Senedjemib Complex.

The majority of the reliefs on the walls of the chapels in the
Senedjemib Complex were copied in the 1981 and 1982 field seasons,
both under the direction of Professor Simpson. Thus, in the Febru-
ary, 1981 season, the staff consisted of: William Kelly Simpson,
Director, Yale University/Museum of Fine Arts, Boston; Edward
Brovarski, Museum of Fine Arts, epigrapher; Lynn Holden, Museum
of Fine Arts, epigrapher; and Whitney M. Davis, Harvard University,
epigrapher. Miss Nadia Mohamed Abdel Rahman served as the rep-
resentative of the Egyptian Antiquities Organization.

The July—August 1982 staff comprised Dr. William Kelly Simp-
son, Director, Yale University/Museum of Fine Arts; Edward Brovar-
ski, Museum of Fine Arts, epigrapher; Lynn Holden, Museum of
Fine Arts, epigrapher; Peter Der Manuelian, Museum of Fine Arts,
epigrapher; David Pendlebury, University of Pennsylvania, epigra-
pher; and Carter Wentworth, Museum of Fine Arts, artist. Mr. Mah-
moud Afifi worked with us as Inspector for the Egyptian Antiquities
Organization.

A certain amount of collation and recopying of scenes was also
undertaken in subsequent seasons, and especially in the February—
March 1989 field season, which was otherwise devoted to copying the
great princely mastabas of the Eastern Field at Giza. The staff for that
season consisted of the following: Edward Brovarski, Director,
Museum of Fine Arts; David Silverman, Deputy Director, The Uni-
versity Museum, University of Pennsylvania; Nathalie Beaux, Paris,
epigrapher; Del Nord, University of Chicago, epigrapher; Huub
Pragt, Leiden University, epigrapher; Melissa Robinson, University
of Pennsylvania, epigrapher/photographer; Mark Stone, Yale Univer-
sity, epigrapher; and Susan Weeks, American Research Center in
Egypt, epigrapher/artist. Mr. Mahmoud Sherif again joined the Giza
Mastabas Project as Inspector.

In December of 1991 and 1992, the present writer spent two
shorter seasons at Giza collating drawings and making supplementa-
ry measurements and drawings. At that point an additional field sea-
son to check certain details of the drawings and architecture of the
Senedjemib Complex would have been desirable, but appeared to be
out of the question because of limited financial resources and to



other circumstances beyond the writer’s control. Fortunately, a num-
ber of colleagues stepped in to help plug the gap. In November, 1993,
Peter Der Manuelian very graciously interrupted his own work in
Giza Cemetery 2100 to recheck certain details of the scenes and in-
scriptions in G 2370. He likewise took a number photographs repro-
duced as plates in the present volume. This seems like an appropriate
place to thank him for even earlier efforts on my behalf. In 1983,
while yet a graduate student at the Oriental Institute of the Univer-
sity of Chicago, Dr. Manuelian drew and inked the blocks from the
offering room of Senedjemib Mehi in the Field Museum of Natural
History in Chicago for the present volume.

During the March 1995 field season of the Saqqara Expedition
of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, and the University of Pennsyl-
vania Museum, the expedition photographer, Mr. Edward D’Angelo,
kindly photographed a number of outstanding reliefs in the mastabas
of Senedjemib Inti and Khnumenti for the present volume, while Dr.
Rita E. Freed, with the assistance of Miss Nadia Lahma, graciously
kept the photograpic record. At the same time, Mr. Mark Stone, an
epigrapher for the Saqgara Expedition, who had worked with the
Giza Mastabas Project in 1989, recollated two scenes in the mastaba
of Senedjemib Inti for inclusion herein. I would like to thank all of
them, but especially Dr. David P. Silverman and Dr. Freed, co-direc-
tors of the Saqqara Expedition, for allowing these expedition members
time off from their own busy season to work at Giza on my behalf.

During much of the time that the Giza Mastabas Project worked
in the Senedje