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THE HEREDITARY STATUS OF THE 

TITLES OF THE CULT OF HATHOR 


By MARIANNE GALVIN 

FROMa total group of 469 persons holding some Hathoric title during the 
Old Kingdom and the First Intermediate Period, approximately 339 recorded 
biographical material in their tombs that included some genealogical information. 
Of these 339, only a small number of persons recorded having a relative who also 
held a Hathoric tit1e.l A close examination of this genealogical information makes it 
possible to determine whether certain patterns of familial participation occurred 
within the cult of Hathor and whether those titles held by family members bore 
a hereditary status. 

MotherIDaughter Relationships 

Approximately seventy-eight priestesses recorded having one or more daughters, 
and approximately twenty-seven priestesses recorded the name or titles belonging to 
their mother. Only nine out of this total of 105 relationships indicated that both the 
mother and the daughter served as Priestess of Hathor. 

In Cusae, at least eight women who had at least one daughter can be identified. 
Two of these had daughters who held Hathoric titles. One woman, named Mrr m 
nfr Tbl, served as Priestess of Hathor.* She recorded four daughters and three sons in 
her tomb inscription. All four of her daughters held the title of Priestess of Hathor as 
well as the distinction of s'pss-nsw which their mother also held. None of Mrr's sons, 
nor her husband, held a Hathoric title. One other woman also from Cusae, named 
Nfrw rn nfr Ff f, held the title of Priestess of Hathor and the distinction of r b t - n ~ w . ~  
She recorded one daughter and two sons. Her daughter, Hetyach, served as Priestess 
of Hathor Mistress of Cusae, and rbt-nsw. Nfrw's sons and her husband did not 
hold Hathoric titles. Nfrw's daughter, Hetyach, married into one of the leading 
nomarch families at Cusae, and her husband, Pepi-<ankh the Middle, held several 
Hathoric titles, as did many of his immediate family member^.^ Hetyach had three 
daughters and seven sons, none of whom held any Hathoric titles, although her 
daughters did hold the distinction of rbt-nsw and s'pss-nsw in common with their 
mother and their grandmother, Nfrw. 

Approximately 130 persons recorded no family member at all; ninety-four recorded a spouse only; three 
recorded their spouse's family only; all the remainder recorded either a son, a daughter, a sibling, a parent, or 
a person of non-specific relationship. 

J. E. Quibell, 'Rapport', ASAE 3 (1902), 256-7. 
A. Blackman, Rock Tombs of Meir, IV (London, 1924), pl. xv; A. Kamal, 'Le tombeau nouveau de Meir', 

ASAE 	15 (1915), 209-58. 
Blackman, loc. cit. 
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Therefore, in Cusae, there do appear to have been a significant number of 
Hathoric titles, but these do not indicate clear evidence that the title of Priestess of 
Hathor, or Priestess of Hathor Mistress of Cusae, was being inherited by a daughter 
from her mother. It must be remembered that in only two out of a total of eight 
families did a mother and daughter both hold Hathoric titles. Cusae is known to have 
been a major centre for the cult of Hathor during the Sixth D y n a ~ t y . ~  The cult of 
Hathor permeated several levels and aspects of life at Cusae. It was desirable to hold 
a Hathoric title. Therefore, it is probable that those daughters who held a Hathoric 
title did not inherit it from their mother but rather chose to participate in the cult 
of Hathor themselves because of the social, religious, and/or political import that 
that title held. This will be borne out in the following section, where it will be shown 
that a mother who held Hathoric titles had daughters and sons not holding such titles 
but a daughter-in-law who did. 

From Saqqira, at least forty-nine women who had at least one daughter can be 
identified. Only two of these women had a daughter who also served in the Hathoric 
cult. Again, the statistics would indicate that the titles of the Hathoric cult in 
Saqqgra were not inherited by a daughter from her mother. 

From Dendera, at least ten women having one or more daughters can be 
identified. One of these had a daughter who also held a Hathoric title. That woman 
served as Priestess of Hathor, Priestess of Hathor Mistress of Dendera, and 
hkrt-nsw-~rt t .~She had four daughters and two sons. Neither her sons nor her 
husband held Hathoric titles, and, although all four of her daughters held the 
distinction of hkrt-nsw-wrtt, only one held a Hathoric title. She served as Priestess 
of Hathor Mistress of Dendera. Allam mentions these two women as a possible 
indication of 'die Erblichkeit des Amtes'.' However, it is here suggested that one 
example of a mother and daughter both hoiding Hathoric titles does not substantiate 
a hereditary status. The fact that there is only one motherldaughter relationship out 
of a total of ten possible such relationships would indicate that these titles did not 
hold a hereditary status. 

In Hamamiya, three women who had at least one daughter can be identified. 
One of these had a daughter who also held a Hathoric title. Khentkawes served 
as Priestess of Hathor and r b t - n ~ w . ~  She recorded three sons and four daughters 
in her tomb inscription. Only one of her children, a daughter named Ifi, held a 
Hathoric title. Ifi served as Priestess of Hathor, Priestess of Hathor Mistress of the 
Sycamore, Priestess of Hathor in all her Places. It is probable that Ifi earned her 
numerous titles on her own merit as her mother held only one of these titles. 

Thus, three main geographical areas are discernible here: Cusae, Saqqira, and 

S. Allam, Beitrage zum Hathorkult (bis zum Ende des Mittleren Reiches) (Berlin, 1963) ,  23-5; Blackman, 
op. cit. I ,  1 - 2 .  

L. Borchardt, Denkmaler des Alten Reiches (CGC),11 (Berlin, 1 9 3 7 ) ~122-3;H. G. Fischer, Denderah in the 
Third Millennium B.C.  down to the Theban Domination of Upper Egypt (Locust Valley, N Y ,  1968) ,figs. 3 1 ,  
31a; W .  M .  F. Petrie, Denderah 1898 (London, goo), pl. ix. Allam, op. cit. 5 5 .  

". Mackay and W. M.  F.  Petrie, Bahrein and Hemamieh (London, 1929) ,pls. ix-X, xviii, XX-xxiv; Fischer, 
op. cit. 24-5; V.  Stuart, Funeral Tent of an Egyptian Queen (London, 1882) ,  83-6, pl. 1 4 .  
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Dendera (since Hamamiya lies in close proximity to Dendera, it can be linked with it 
here). In all three areas the statistics would clearly indicate that the Hathoric titles 
were not being inherited from a mother by her daughter. 

Mother-in-law/Daughter-in-law
Relationships 

Twenty-three priestesses recorded information concerning their mothers-in-law. 
Eleven of these indicated that their mother-in-law also held Hathoric titles. 

From Cusae, five mother-in-lawldaughter-in-law relationships are identifiable. 
Three of these revealed that both women held Hathoric titles. Pernofret served 
as rbt-nsw, Priestess of Hathor, and musician p r i e s t e~s .~  She had ten sons but 
apparently no daughter. Four of her sons married and three of those four married 
women who held Hathoric titles. Two of the daughters-in-law served as Priestess of 
Hathor,1° and the third served as priestess of Hathor Mistress of Cusae and chief 
musician priestess of H-athor Mistress of Cusae.ll 

With regard to Pernofret's title of musician priestess, none of her own children 
held this position. However, one daughter-in-law, Hetyach, did hold the title of 
chief musician priestess of Hathor Mistress of Cusae. Hetyach's own mother held 
the title of Priestess of Hathor Mistress of Cusae, but she held no musician priestess 
responsibilities.12 Therefore, her daughter could not have inherited such a title from 
her. Pernofret had no daughter to inherit such a position, and none of Hetyach's 
daughters held a Hathoric title, so they did not inherit from their mother. Although 
Pernofret and Hetyach both held musician priestess titles, it seems unlikely that 
Hetyach, who served as chief musician priestess, could have inherited this position 
from her mother-in-law who served simply as musician priestess. Rather, it would 
seem more likely that both women earned their positions independently. 

From Dendera, three mother-in-lawldaughter-in-law relationships are known. 
All three indicate that Hathoric titles were held by both women. However, all three 
relationships stem from the same family including three generations. Hnwt.sn served 
as Priestess of Hathor Mistress of Dendera.13 Her husband served as Overseer of the 
Priests and Herdsman of the Thentet-cattle. They had at least one son who also served 
as Overseer of the Priests and Herdsman of the Thentet-cattle. The son married two 
women, both of whom served as Priestess of Hathor Mistress of Dendera.14 The first 
wife had one son and one daughter, neither of whom held Hathoric titles. However, 
the son married a woman who was Priestess of Hathor and Priestess of Hathor 
Mistress of Dendera.15 She, in turn, had two daughters and four sons. Only one of 
her children held a Hathoric title. That was a daughter who served as Priestess of 
Hathor Mistress of Dendera. Thus, this particular family was deeply involved in the 

Blackman, op. cit. rv, pl. xv; Kamal, loc. cit. 
lo Quibell, op. cit. 254-8; M. Chaban, 'Sur une nicropole de la vre dynastie a K o ~ e i rEl-Amarna', ASAE 3 

(1902), 250-4. 
l1  Blackman, op. cit. rv, pls. iv, vii, ix; Kamal, loc. cit. l2 See above, p. 42 and n. 3. 
l3  Petrie, Denderah 1898, 50; Fischer, op. cit. 114, 142. 
l4 Petrie, op. cit. 16, 47, pls. viii, viii b; Fischer, op. cit., figs. 31, 31 a; Allam, op. cit. 55. 
l5 Petrie, op. cit., pl. ix; Fischer, op. cit., figs. 31, 31 a; Borchardt, loc. cit. 
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cult of Hathor. However, it must be remembered that it is only one family, and, 
therefore, should probably not be accepted as characteristic of all Denderite families 
associated with the Hathoric cult. 

From Abydos, only one mother-in-lawldaughter-in-law relationship is known 
and both women held Hathoric titles.16 From Thebes, there are two mother-in- 
lawldaughter-in-law relationships known. In one, both women held Hathoric 
titles.17 

From the Giza-SaqqBra area, twelve mother-in-lawldaughter-in-law relationships 
can be identified. Four of these indicate that both women held Hathoric titles. 
Meryscankh held, among several other titles, the title of Priestess of Hathor 
Mistress of 'lwnt.18 Her tomb inscription records one daughter and two sons (as well 
as her mother). None of these held a Hathoric title. One of her sons married a woman 
named Nbw-htp who served as Priestess of Hathor Mistress of the Sycamore in all 
her Places. She could not have inherited this title from her mother-in-law as 
Meryscankh did not hold that title. There is no indication as to whether Nbw-htp 
herself had any children. 

Hnwt-sn served as Priestess of Hathor Mistress of the Sycamore, and Priestess of 
Hathor in all her Places.lg She had two sons and two daughters, none of whom held 
titles of Hathor. One of her sons married Hetepheres, who served as Priestess of 
Hathor Mistress of the S y ~ a m o r e . ~ ~  She, in turn, had four sons, none of whom held 
titles of the cult of this goddess. 

Khentkawes, who served as Priestess of Hathor Mistress of the Sycamore, had at 
least one daughter and one son.21 None of her children held Hathoric titles. Her 
son's wife was Tist, who served as Priestess of Hathor and Priestess of Neith.22 
Curiously, Khentkawes's sister-in-law was also Priestess of Hathor Mistress of the 
S y c a m ~ r e . ~ ~So, in this one family, two brothers, neither of whom held a Hathoric 
title, each married a Priestess of Hathor. None of their children held Hathoric titles 
although one daughter did become a Priestess of Neith, and one son married a 
Priestess of Hathor. This would appear to be a clear-cut case against the hereditary 
status of these titles and also a clear indication of the social influence that those titles 
and the cult of Hathor held. 

Hathoric titles held a certain prestige that was desirable, and probably they were 
indicative of a certain attitude of devotion, respect, or intelligence that was desirable 

l6 Borchardt, op. cit. 11, 64. 
l7 M. Saleh, Three Old  Kingdom Tombs at  Thebes (Archaologische Veroffentlichungen 14) (Mainz, 1977)~ 

18-22; P. E. Newberry, ASAE 4 (1904), 97-100; Allarn, op. cit. 58; Fischer, op. cit. 29 ( I  I).  
l8 W. K. Sirnpson, The  Mastaba of Queen Mersyankh III  (Boston, 1974)) G7530; Fischer, op. cit. 2 3 ;  C. R. 

Lepsius, Denkmaler, Erganzungsband (Leipzig, 1897- I~ I J ) ,  pl. xxxiv; A. Mariette, Les Mastabas de I'Ancien 
Empire (Paris, 1889), 549; H. Gauthier, L e  Livre des rois d'Egypte (Cairo, 1go7), 80, 90-1; S. Hassan, Excavation 
at G i z a ,  IV (Cairo, 1929-60), 125. 

lQT H. Junker, G i z a ,  111 (Vienna, 1929-55), 9, pl. 9, grave 5 170; J. de Rouge, Inscriptions hie'roglyphiques copie'es 
en Egypte (Paris, 1877), pl. lxiv; MFA Boston XL Gzzoo, A5981, A5875, A5873. 

20 Junker, op. cit. I I I ,  9, pl. i; de Rougi., op. cit., pl. lxiv. 
A. Moussa and H. Altenrniiller, Das Grab des NiankhChnum und Chnumhotep (Mainz, 1977)) 5, 3b ,  

pls. 46-7. 
22 Ibid., pl. 81b.  23 Ibid., pl. 4, 3a, p. 146. 
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and admirable. In the process of choosing a spouse such qualities may have been 
sought out. Further, the society of acquaintances of eligible males and females from 
which one would have chosen a spouse may have been influenced by a mother's 
participation in the Hathoric cult. A mother might even have suggested a suitable 
spouse from a family that she knew as a result of her own participation in the cult. 
This would seem even more probable when it is remembered that most of these 
mother-in-lawldaughter-in-law relationships are known from the three major 
Hathoric centres: Cusae, Dendera, and Giza. Certainly, within the close-knit noble 
community of Cusae the cult of Hathor was exploited for its religious and political 
and social potential. Hathoric titles seem to have permeated every family for several 
succeeding generations. It is logical, as well as predictable, that the members of 
a noble-class family would have sought out other members of the nobility when 
looking for suitable spouses, which, in Cusae, would have also meant a family 
affiliated with the cult of Hathor. This was not a coincidence but rather a 
predetermined, desirable socio-religious and political aspect of the obligations of 
the noble class in Sixth Dynasty Cusae. 

In Dendera and in Giza, the community was much more diverse. There are no 
clear-cut socio-economic lines to be traced, but, certainly, the process of choosing 
a marriage partner would still have been affected by one's personal community and 
by those qualities which one's family held as ideal. For a son whose mother held 
a position as priestess, it is likely that this would have provided certain criteria for 
choosing a wife as well as providing a certain community from which to choose. 

Conclusions for all FemaleIFemale Relationships 

Out of a total of 1 5 4  femalelfemale relationship^,^^ only twenty-seven priestesses 
indicated having one or more female relatives who also held a Hathoric title. With 
the exception of the group of mother-in-lawldaughter-in-law relationships, there is 
no consistent pattern to indicate that Hathoric priestly titles were being inherited 
within femalelfemale relationships. For the group of mother-in-lawidaughter-in-
law relationships, it is probable that the high percentage of cases of both women 
serving as Priestess of Hathor should be viewed as a manifestation of the social 
implications of the cult of the Hathor, of the community that it formed, and of the 
pervasiveness of that cult with respect to the lives of its adherents. 

HusbandIWife Relationships 

Approximately 220 priestesses recorded biographical information concerning 
their husbands. Eighteen of these indicated that both spouses held Hathoric 
titles. Only four husbands held the title of Priest of Hathor. Thirteen held an 
administrative title for the cult of Hathor. Ten were Overseers of the Priests, two 

24 T h e  1 5 4  females include fourteen sister/sister relationships, in which only one occurs with an indication 
that both held Hathoric titles, and twelve females of non-specific relationship where it is clear in five cases that 
both held Hathoric titles. 
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were Inspectors of the Priests, and one was the Overseer of the Transport. Clearly, 
these statistics would indicate that it was not common practice for a husband and 
wife both to hold a priestly title in the cult of Hathor during the Old Kingdom or the 
First Intermediate Period. And, as no woman held an administrative title in the cult 
of Hathor, the statistics would also indicate that one spouse did not inherit Hathoric 
titles from the other. 

FatherIDaughter Relationships 

Approximately thirty-six priestesses recorded their father's name and titles. Only 
one of these indicated that her father also held a title in the cult of Hathor. She was 
'Ift M T ~ ,  Her father was the Overseer of the Priests of who is attested in 
Hathor Mistress of Dendera and the Overseer of the Thentet-cattle.26 'Ift Mry 
obviously did not inherit her titles from her father, and, as it is here clearly shown 
that the Priestess of Hathor did not receive or inherit her title from her father or her 
mother, it is perhaps wisest not to assume that any priestess of an Egyptian deity 
inherited her title from her father until a statistical analysis can prove otherwise. 
Therefore, the attitude such as is expressed by M. Sauneron that '. . .d&s 1'Ancien 
Empire, les exemples de femmes prgtresses de diesses et meme de dieux ne 
manquent pas: dames de la haute sociiti ou simplement filles de pretres ayant r e p  
en hiritage la fonction de leur pere . . .' must be re-e~amined.~'  

Father-in-law/Daughter-in-law
Relationships 

Approximately eighteen priestesses recorded the name and titles of their father-in- 
law. Two of these priestesses, both having the same father-in-law, claimed that he 
held the title of Herdsman of the Thentet-cattle.28 These two women did not inherit 
their priestly title from their father-in-law. 

MotherISon Relationships 

Approximately I 18 priestesses recorded having one or more sons. Three of these 
indicated that they had one or more sons who also held Hathoric titles. In Giza, a 
total of sixty-two mother/son relationships can be identified. One woman, named 
Nbw-htp, who served as Priestess of Hathor and Priestess of Hathor Mistress of the 
Sycamore, had five daughters, none of whom served in the Hathoric cult, and one 
son, who served as Priest of H a t h ~ r . ~ ~  Another Priestess of Hathor, named iVbw-fit, 
was married to a man who held several priestly titles in the cult of REc but no 
Hathoric title. Their two sons both served as Priest of REc-Hathor in the sun 
temples of Neferirkarec and U~erkaf.~O 

25 Hassan, op. cit. 11, 169-78. 26 Ibid.; Allam, op. cit. 51-6; Fischer, op. cit. 25-6. 
27 S. Sauneron, Les Prltres de I'Ancienne ~ ~ ~ p t e  (Netherlands, 1960), 67. 

Fischer, op. cit. 114, 142; Petrie, op. cit. 47, 50, pl. xi; Borchardt, loc. cit.; Allam, op. cit. 55. 
29 Mariette, op, cit. 196-201, D I  I ;  Borchardt, op. cit. I ,  84-7; 11, 28-30. 
30 L. Borchardt, Statuen und Statuetten von Konigen und Privatleuten im Museum von Kairo (Berlin, 191 I) ,  

48-9, Abb. 55. 
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In Cusae, a total of twenty-four motherlson relationships are identifiable. One 
of these mothers indicated that four of her ten sons held Hathoric titles.31 As 
her husband and several other relatives also participated in the cult of Hathor, 
it would certainly seem that a family devotion is indicated here. It should not, 
however, be considered as an indication that these sons inherited their titles from 
their mother. 

Conclusions for all FemaleIMale Relationships 

In a group of femalelmale relationships totalling 41 8, only twenty-five indicated that 
one or more male relatives also held a Hathoric title. Seventeen of the males held an 
administrative title and seven held the title of Priest of H a t h ~ r . ~ ~  No consistent 
pattern exists to indicate a hereditary status within this femalelmale grouping. 

FatherISon Relationships 

Approximately 209 fatherlson relationships can be identified. Only two families 
indicated that both father and son participated in the cult of Hathor. In Cusae, a total 
of twenty-four fatherlson relationships can be identified. One family recorded that 
eight males over a period of three generations held titles within the cult of Hathor. 
The eldest member of the family was Sobkhotpe, who was the Chief Nomarch of 
the XIVth N ~ m e . ~ ~  He was also the Overseer of the Priests of Hathor. He was 
succeeded in both these titles by his sons Pepi-<ankh the Elder, Pepi-cankh the 
Middle, Pepi-cankh Heni, and one grandson, Pepi-cankhnes Hepi, who claimed 
only the title of Overseer of the Priests. Therefore, a succession of Nomarchs and 
Overseers can be determined in Cusae during the Sixth D y n a ~ t y . ~ ~  seemsIt 
reasonable to say that both these titles were being passed from father to son in the 
same noble family during the Sixth Dynasty in Cusae. 

In Dendera, approximately seven fatherlson relationships can be identified. Only 
one indicated that both held Hathoric titles. Mrry held the titles of Overseer of 
the Priests, Overseer of the Thentet-cattle, and Chief of the Dlt-robe, all three of 
which his father had held before him.35 Mrry, in turn, hada t  least one son and 
one grandson, neither of whom held Hathoric titles. Therefore, although it would 
appear that Mrry inherited his titles from his father, it was not necessarily a 
traditional practice for a son to inherit in this way. This would be substantiated by 
the fact that of the six other men who held the title of Overseer of the Priests and 

"'Blackman, op. cit. IV, pis. iv, vii, ix, xiv, xv; Kamal, loc. cit. 
32 The seventeen administrators span a time period from the Fourth to the Eleventh Dynasties and appear in 

both Upper and Lower Egypt. Six of the seven priests have been attested in the Giza-Saqqira area during the 
Old Kingdom. It would appear that the statement made by Henry G. Fischer that no men held the title of Priest 
of Hathor in Dendera after the Sixth Dynasty until the Eleventh Dynasty can be extended to the whole of Egypt 
(Fischer, op. cit. 8). Further, it would appear that Giza was the Hathoric centre that realized the majority of male 
participation in the cult of Hathor by means of the title of Priest of Hathor or by a non-administrative position. 

33 Blackman, op. cit. IV, 6, pl. xv; Kamal, loc. cit. 
" Blackman, op. cit. I, 13; Allam, op. cit. 32. 
Y" Fischer, op. cit. I 14, 142; Petrie, op. cit. 5 0 ,  pl. xi; Borchardt, Denkmaler des Alten Reiches, 11, 122-3. 
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Chief of the Djt-robe in Dendera, none recorded a father or son or any male 
relative who also held a Hathoric title. 

In Giza, approximately ninety-nine fatherlson relationships are identifiable. 
None of these indicate that both father and son held Hathoric titles. The  same is true 
for Thebes, where eight such relationships are identifiable, for Aswan, where six are 
known, and for Tehna, where nine are in evidence. Therefore, it would seem that, as 
a general practice, a son did not inherit any Hathoric title from his father. Sixth 
Dynasty Cusae would mark a clear exception to this finding. 

Conclusions for Male/Male Relationships 

From a group of 209 fatherlson relationships, only seven indicate that both father 
and son held Hathoric titles. Six were recorded in Cusae and one in Dendera. All 
seven pairs of men held and inherited one or more administrative titles of the cult 
of Hathor. None held or inherited the title of Priest of Hathor. It is, therefore, 
reasonable to say that there existed no consistent pattern suggesting the inheritance 
of priestly titles by a son from his father in this cult. However, there does exist a 
consistent pattern suggesting the inheritance of Hathoric administrative titles, such 
as Overseer of the Priests, in Cusae during the Sixth Dynasty. 




