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A baker 's posture 

THE stimulating article by F. Filce Leek in JEA 58 (1972), 126-32, on Teeth and Bread in Ancient 
Egypt' is illustrated, inter alia, by a photograph (pl. xxxii, 2) of a 'coloured limestone statuette of 
the Fourth Dynasty' from Giza, now in the Cairo Museum, showing a 'baker with loaves in front of 
a fire*. His left arm is raised to his face, and Mr. Filce Leek's caption states that 'the pose suggests 
thoughtfulness, possibly prompted by fears that his product may be contaminated'. 

However, there may be a less sophisticated explanation for this gesture. In fact, a very similar 
painted limestone figure of a baker was discovered in Giza during a Vienna excavation in 1912/13. 
It is dated to the Fifth Dynasty and is now in the Pelizaus Museum, Hildesheim. Alfred Hermann, 
Agyptische Kkinkunst (Berlin, 1940), reproduces it and describes it on p. 30 as follows: 'Lassig 
hockend schurt der Backer mit der Rechten das Feuer, die Linke schiitzt das Gesicht vor der Glut.' 
I should like to suggest that the baker pictured in Filce Leek's article is in the same way poking the 
fire with his right hand while his left hand is raised to protect his face from the heat of the glowing 
embers. 

The coloured statuette of a maidservant from the tomb of Pepi-en-'ankh, Meir, may usefully be 
compared. She, too, is represented poking the fire while her left hand is upraised before her face. See 
L. Borchardt, Statuen und Statuetten von Konigen und PrivatIeuten(CCG> 1911), 1, pi. 50, 238 with 
p. 155. Another group from the Sixth Dynasty(ibid., pi. 52,243 with p. 158) shows two maid-servants, 
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the one grinding corn and the other stirring a fire; the second figure holds her left hand rather 
similarly, and Borchardt (p. 158 n. 2) ascribes a like purpose to the posture—'um sich gegen die 
Glut zu schutzen'. KATE BOSSE-GRIFFITHS 


