BULLETIN OF T H E

MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS
VOLUME XXIX

BOSTON, DECEMBER, 1931

NUMBER 176

Christ before Pilate, detail from the Knole Tapestry

Gift of Robert Treat Paine, 2nd, in Memory of his Son, Walter Cabot Paine

PUBLISHED BI-MONTHLY

SUBSCRIPTION 50 CENTS

BULLETIN OF THE MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS

XXIX,

119

their function as funerary furniture, their dating, and
their archaeological significance. Chapters VII-IX
are devoted to special studies of the Statuary, the
Stone Vessels, and the Pottery, while Chapter X
covers the other objects found during the excavations. The chapters on Statuary and Stone Vessels
take the form of historical studies of the development of these arts up to and including the material
found in the Mycerinus Temples. The detailed
treatment of Stone Vessel and Pottery types will
be found invaluable to the archaeologist in any study
of the vessels of the Old Kingdom, and these
chapters are intended to be introductory to the
treatment of these subjects in the subsequent publications of the Expedition's work at Giza, while
the attempt to differentiate the various schools of
Mycerinus (alabaster)

Cairo

Mycerinus: The Temples of the Third

Pyramid at Giza

By Professor George Andrew Reisner, Curator of Egyptian
Art, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston; Professor of Egyptology
at Harvard University ; Director of the Harvard UniversityMuseum of Fine Arts Egyptian Expedition since 1905. Large
4 to., 281 pages of text, 78 heliotype plates, 12 maps and
plans, and 81 figures in the text. I volume. Harvard University Press, Cambridge, Mass., and Humphrey Milford,
London. Price, postage paid within U. S. A . , $35.00.

THIS

is the first volume in the planned series of
definitive reports on the excavations at Giza
made by the Joint Egyptian Expedition of Harvard
University and the Boston Museum of Fine Arts.
It deals with the clearing and detailed examination
of the Pyramid Temple of Mycerinus, the Valley
Temple of the same king, and the temples attached
to the three small Queens' Pyramids immediately
south of the Third Pyramid. After a short introduction Chapters II-IV describe the excavation
of these three units. Then follows a chapter on
Building Materials and Construction, and another
dealing in a general way with the objects found,
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sculptors lends a special interest to the chapter on
the Statuary.
Chapter XI, The Family of Mycerinus, will no
doubt have the strongest appeal for the general
reader. Incorporating as it does the new facts
about the relationships of the royal family of the
Fourth Dynasty gleaned from the tombs of Hetepheres I and Meresankh III, it is the latest, most
authoritative, and fullest account of what is known
about the great rulers who built the pyramids, and
gives a vivid picture of the civilization of the
Fourth Dynasty, the great classical period of
Egyptian history.
The lover of Egyptian art will be especially
attracted by the numerous heliotype plates which
show the sculptures from various aspects. Here
may be seen the Slate Pair, the Triad, and the
alabaster statues in Boston, as well as all the statues
in the Cairo Museum, and from these plates may
be obtained a comprehensive view of one of the
finest groups of sculptural monuments ever found in
ancient Egypt.
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