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Foreword

The subject of the chronology of ancient Egyptian history remains of
particular interest. The new excavations as well as the explorations of the so
far known monuments and written sources have brought many interesting
results which enlarge our knowledge about the history of ancient Egypt and
the development of different aspects of the Egyptian culture.

The Czech Institute of Egyptology invited a group of scholars working on
subjects relevant to the ancient Egyptian chronology to a conference in Prague
in June 2007. The meeting offered the opportunity to exchange information
and to present the latest results of the research. The various papers presented,
and for a large part gathered in the present volume, provided different and
highly stimulating approaches to chronological issues.

The nineteen contributions to the volume approach the subject of Egyptian
chronology from different perspectives. Some of them concern the use of
modern methods (14C) and natural sciences in Egyptology; others analyze the
development of various aspects of the Egyptian culture during the whole
period of the Old Kingdom and the First Intermediate Period, or try to specify
the date of certain monuments and personalities. The question of calendars
and festivals is also alluded to, and some new archaeological discoveries are
presented. A study and interpretation of archaeological as well as textual
sources and iconographical material is combined in the papers in order to
attain a deeper knowledge and better understanding of the Egyptian
chronology, archaeology and the ancient history.

The overview of individual contributions also shows that Egyptology
dealing with the third and early second millenium B.C. still prefers to
follow rather traditional paths of research. The reasons for this tendency
may be manifold, one of them yet relates to the fact that sampling and
subsequent analysis abroad (in many case no other solution would have
been possible) is strictly prohibited in Egypt, indeed a very rare exception
in the whole Middle East.

During the editing of the text we did not attempt to unify the transliteration
of ancient Egyptian, and several different variants may occur depending on
the choice of the authors. The personal names and the names of places were,
however, in most cases unified in order to simplify the orientation in the text
for the reader. The bibliographical references follow the pattern of the
Cambridge Archaeological Journal, and the list of journals and the bibliography
are given in a list at the beginning of the volume.
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Kaswedja: an overseer of expeditions

Tarek El Awady (Cairo)

During the course of the excavation work around the causeway of Sahure
at Abusir between 1994 and 2004, the Egyptian Expedition uncovered a large
amount of the rich relief program applied to the causeway (El Awady 2006a)
(fig. 1). Among the discovered polychrome scenes, depictions of Sahure's
officials with their names and titles were found. A total number of 34 officials
were identified, however only 16 officials are known from Borchardt's
excavation between 1907 and 1909 (Borchardt 1910-1913). The study of
Sahure's officials is of special importance due to the fact that the discovered
scenes from the causeway are almost complete and well preserved and have
been sufficiently dated by other historical sources.1

This article deals with the identity of an official named Kaswedja and the
dating of his monument in the western cemetery in Giza. Kaswedja is

Fig. 1 The discovered blocks from the upper part of Sahure's causeway at Abusir
(photo M. Frouz).

1For example, the scenes depicting the return of Sahure's expedition from Punt is well
documented on the Palermo Stone among the king's Annals of the year 12 of his reign.
Therefore, we have to believe that the attendants of the event with their names and titles
are those who witnessed the last or most probably the penultimate year of Sahure's
reign.
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Fig. 2 The location of G 5340 and G 2150, the tombs of Kaswedja and his father
Kanefer (after Reisner 1942).

depicted twice on Sahure's causeway, the first depiction is in the scene
showing king Sahure with the royal family and the high courtiers receiving
the expedition returning from Punt at the royal residence! Only Kaswedja's
name and figure can still be seen, while his title has been destroyed (fig. 3 a, b).
The second depiction of Kaswedja is in the scene showing the king with the
royal family and the officials celebrating the bringing of the precious
Frankincense trees from Punt (EI Awady 2006b) (fig. 4 a, b). Kaswedja is
depicted in the last register, standing, the title depicted above his figure reads:
@(G)m(j)-r3 wp(w)t "overseer of expeditions” (Jones 2000, 88-9, no. 375). It is
therefore obvious, that his depictions in the two scenes are because of his
position as the one in charge of the king's expeditions. This also explains his
absence in the other scenes depicted on the causeway.

Borchardt's publications showed that no depictions of Kaswedja were found
in the mortuary temple of Sahure. Also no depictions of officials carrying the
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Fig. 3 a, b The remains of Kaswedja's figure and name (last person to the left) in the new Punt Scene found by the Egyptian Expedition
depicted on Sahure's causeway (photo M. Frouz, drawing J. Malatkova).
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title "overseer of expeditions" were found. However, this absence is most
probably due to the fragmentary state of the famous scenes found by
L. Borchardt that depict the return of the king's expedition from the north
(Borchardt 1910, fig. 14; 1913, pls. 11-3).

Looking for the tomb of Kaswedja who was the overseer of expeditions of
Sahure did not seem difficult. An official named Kaswedja with the title
"overseer of expeditions" is buried in the western cemetery at Giza in the
mastaba tomb G 5340, L37 (Porter & Moss 1974, 159) (fig. 5). The tomb was
excavated and published by H. Junker; it measures 32 x 14 m with an L-shape
chapel built of fine limestone to the southeast. The chapel or the so-called cult
room has two false doors and the walls are decorated with bas-relief. The
scene on the north wall shows Kaswedja sitting on an armchair receiving
a lotus flower (an exclusive feature for Giza tombs; see Junker 1944,171, fig. 71).
Kaswedja is depicted watching dancers and musicians; another scene shows
Kaswedja sitting by the offering table. The highest functional title depicted
among the inscriptions of his tomb is (j)m(j)-r3 Wpwt "overseer of expeditions",
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Fig. 4 a, b The depiction of Kaswedja (last person to the left) with his name and title
on Sahure's causeway at Abusir (photo K. VVodéra, drawing N. Abdel Hafiz).

with another title which emphasizes his position as the one in charge of the
king's expedition, the title is hrp w "director of interpreters".2

The depictions of Kaswedja on Sahure's causeway are, so far, the only
depictions showing him on a royal monument other than his tomb. H. Junker
dated Kaswedja's tomb to the middle of the Fifth Dynasty based on the
architecture of the tomb and the cult chapel (Junker 1944, 158-84). Using the
methods of dating applied by N. Cherpion (1989, 42-9), mainly the
characteristic features of the offering table scene, Kaswedja's tomb can be
dated in the first half of the Fifth Dynasty. An accurate date therefore cannot
be proposed based on Cherpion's criteria.

The information about Kaswedja is not only from his tomb and Sahure's
causeway, but also from the tomb of his father. A long time before the
discovery of the scenes of Sahure's causeway, Kaswedja was identified as the
son of Kanefer who is buried in the mastaba tomb (G 2150), which was
excavated and published by G. Reisner as an early Fifth Dynasty tomb based
on the architecture (Porter & Moss 1974, 77-8; Reisner 1942, 473-445, fig. 86;
Junker 1944,161). (fig. 2) It is interesting that Kanefer occupied the same office

2See also the title (j)m(j)-r3 w in Jones 2000, 73-4, no. 327.
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Fig. 5 Kaswedja in his father's tomb G 2150 as a child holding his name and title
depicted above his depiction. He is also depicted as an official to the right (after
Reisner 1942, fig. 257).
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that he passed to his son, the "overseer of expeditions" (Reisner 1942,439, 444,
fig. 264). The tomb of Kanefer measures 23 x 10 m with a small chapel
decorated with scenes similar to the scenes depicted in the tomb of his son.
Kaswedja is depicted in his father's tomb twice as a child carrying his title
"overseer of expeditions" leaving no doubt that Kanefer enjoyed a long life, or
lived until he passed his office to his son Kaswedja. Neither Kanefer nor his
son appeared in the scenes discovered by L. Borchardt from the area of the
mortuary temple of Sahure. Therefore we cannot determine whether or not
Kanefer served Sahure. However, based on the titles of Kaswedja and supported
by the relief program in his tomb - he died in the first half of Neferirkare's
reign - tomb G 5340, therefore cannot be dated to the middle of the Fifth
Dynasty as stated by H. Junker in his publication, keeping in mind the fact
that Kaswedja was never promoted to a higher position than the "overseer of
expeditions".
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