
E I G H T I E T H B I R T H D A Y O F G E O R G S T E I N D O R F F 

NOVEMBER 1 2 , 1 9 4 1 was the eightieth b i r thday of Professor Georg Steindorff, the 
senior l iving s tudent of the la te Adolph E r m a n and oldest member of the " B e r l i n 
S c h o o l " of Egyp to log i s t s . A t a s imple b i r thday ceremony in his Nor th Hol lywood, 
California, home ( 4 4 2 0 Ponca Avenue) he received a book of more than forty letters 
of t r ibute and congratula t ion from his colleagues throughout the world. H e ex
pressed his intention of a t ta ining the ideal ancient E g y p t i a n old age of 1 1 0 years . 

For a lmost half a century Dr . Steindorff has brought his b read th of scholarship 
and great humani ty to the threefold activit ies of being Professor of E g y p t o l o g y 
a t the Univers i ty of Leipzig , of directing the Le ipz ig Agyptologisches Inst i tut , and of 
editing the renowned Zeitschrift fur Agyptixche Sprache und Altertumskunde. Desp i t e 
such heavy responsibilit ies, he produced the s t anda rd Koptische Grammatik. H is 
discoveries relating to the vocalizat ion of ancient E g y p t i a n words are now universal ly 
accepted. His L i b y a n explorations and his excavat ions a t Giza and in N u b i a resulted 
in impor tant archaeological publicat ions. His popular Die Blutezeit des Pharaonen-
reiches was widely read in Germany , and will soon appear for the first t ime in Engl i sh 
under the title When Egypt Ruled the East. T h o u s a n d s of travellers to E g y p t h a v e 
had their way facil i tated enormously by his superb E g y p t i a n Baedeker , which is a 
model of clari ty, accuracy and order. B o t h in G e r m a n y and in Amer ica D r . S te in
dorff enjoyed a wide lecture audience. I t is to be hoped tha t his unpublished, beaut i 
fully i l lustrated popular lectures m a y soon appear in Engl i sh in printed form. H i s 
large body of unpublished papers , notes, and manuscr ip t s will be bequea thed to the 
Griffith Archaeological Ins t i tu te a t Oxford Univers i ty . 

Dr . Steindorff has m a d e impor tan t scientific contr ibutions to each specialized 
subdivis ion of E g y p t o l o g y , but of equal va lue has been his warm, sincere interest 
in the lives of all those around him. I t is no accident tha t young and old affectionately 
refer to him as " U n c l e G e o r g e , " and it is for his m a n y admir ing academic " n i e c e s " 
and " n e p h e w s " tha t I have written this brief t r ibute to a giant from an age all bu t 
vanished, who combines the rare quali t ies of gent leman and scholar. 

JAMES HENRY BREASTED, JR. 
U N I V E R S I T Y OF C A L I F O R N I A AT 

Los A N G E L E S 
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