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Now the uniqueness of the "him composition" of snb can be explained quite
satisfactorily. Reflecting. on the one hand, the specific yelUlling of the dwarf to
possess a normal body in the Doubleworld, it could be of use to only a small
group of dofonned people and was, on the other hand, with the false door and
the offering-stone, highly expensive. Most Old Kingdom dwarfs were either
jewellers or house servants [Junker, (TIZQ V, 8-11] and, of course, they could
not. erect monuments of their own. Dwarf dancers and musicians [Silvennan.
1969] were also never rich enough in spite of their important ritual duties. ~8 The
only two besides snb Old Kingdom dwarfs of some wealth were the Overseer of
linen qnm(w)-1;Jtp(.w), who Jll8I188ed to afford a magnifiCen1 statue,~9 and the
above men1ioned Palace dwarf Pr{J)-ri...J)-"nIJ(.w);30 however, the tomb of the
former remains unknown and that of the latter is still unpublished. In the Middle
and New Kingdoms dwarfs never reached a high social status and competence
[Seyfried, 1986, 1433], and only one outstanding monumen1 of a dwarf is known
from the Late Periods: the splendid granite sarcophagus of P(})-wn-M.tf:l)(d)
~w)who lived under Dyn.XXX.31

One more hypothetical question should be answered in conclusion. Only the up
per part of the body being visible in the ''bust'' made after the pattern of Jdw,
snb could use it without having anything to do with the complicated ''hinl com
position" - a slight elongation of the arms would most likely not have been too
serious a distortion of reality; so why did he not choose the easiest way? Indeed,
snb would probably have preferred to make something like the ''bust'' of Jdw,
were it not for a unique circumstance: it was just in his chapel where the late
Old Kingdom tendency towards concentration of all the representations on the
west wall reached its 108ical conclusion and the false door bore a great number
of scenes never associated with it before. The en1ire surface of the false door
being covered with depictions, cutting a large recess through it would require
eliminating the greater part of the scenes. The ''hinl composition" was a reason
able compromise between the necessity of keeping the reliefs and introducing
the large tomb owner's figure.

(To be conNnued)

lions ofa body in the ftJture life? (I 1m most grateful to Prof. Eke BlOmeotbal for the pre
sent idea, C2p1'CSsed in persOlllll convenUion).

21 WIlb the IiIJtIe exception, see below.

29 CG 144 [pM lIP, 722-723] md add (SpmeII, 1988, flg.10; RUssmaon, 1989, fig. on p.32].

30 See footnote 1.

31 CG 29300 (Maspero, 1914, pL22-26; Maspero & Glutbier, 1939, pLl-6; PMIIP. ~04-S0S].
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