




Fig. 27. Wall of funerary chapel, with engaged statues, tomb of lru-ka-ptah, Saqqara

of King Khufu, Mer-si-ankh III (time of Shepseskaf)
(fig. 26).37 On the southern wall of the mastaba's main

chamber two male scribes, each squatting in a flat niche,

and four scribes in a group have been chiseled from the

bedrock. To the north a portico opens into a smaller

haremlike annex that houses a group of ten standing

female figures. This gathering of female members of the

royal household and their officials is a unique and as yet

unexplained feature. The attached rock-cut west cham­

ber displays, in two separate groups, two figures of Mer­

si-ankh III and two of her mother, Hetep-heres II, standing

at both sides of a central false door. Similar rows of stand­

ing figures of the tomb owner appear along the walls of

the cult chambers of the Sixth Dynasty tombs of Idu

(G 7102) at Giza and Iru-ka-ptah at Saqqara (fig. 27). A

false door niche was cut in the center of the opposite west

wall of Idu's offering chamber. In the bottom half of the

false door his upper body appears; seeming to rise from

the ground, he extends his arms and hands to receive the

offering deposited on the altar slab in front of him. 38

Another impressive design is displayed in the small

cult chamber of Khui-wer at Giza from the end of the

Fifth Dynasty.39 A strongly articulated torus-and-cavetto

frame in this chamber is derived from a chapel front. The

standing figure of Khui-wer appears in three-quarter

relief at both sides of the central false door. And in the

tomb of Iteti the deceased appears in the false door slot
of a tomb wall. 4°

The emplacement of the Old Kingdom statues helps

illuminate their meaning. Egyptian statues were never

considered pure art, and during the Old Kingdom they

were not displayed as monuments or memorials. Filled

with magic life, they were participants in cultic perfor­

mances, either as passive recipients of cultic ceremonies

or as active sharers in cultic plays. In these capacities stat­

ues were simultaneously subordinate to the architectural

framework needed for cuitic performances and a main

reason for the existence of the vast Old Kingdom temples

and tombs, which were meant to house them.
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