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Svetlana MALYKH

THE CERAMIC IMPORT IN LATE ROMAN,
BYZANTINE AND EARLY ARABIC GIZA: ON THE
EXTERNAL CONTACTS OF THE MEMPHITE AREA

Since 1996 Russian archaeological Mission in Giza had been discovered
the minor cemetery in Giza. It was found a huge quantity of ceramic material -
the whole vessels and potsherds. The majority of the material is dated by the Old
Kingdom. Some of the samples are belongs to the latest part of the New
Kingdom, Late Period, Ptolemaic, Roman, Byzantine and Early Arabic times. In
the midst of the latest is presented import pottery, which indicated the relations
between memphite area and foreign countries. The ceramic material of import
origin (above 150 potsherds) was found from the debris of Old Kingdom
disturbed burials and from the rooms of Khafraankh’s rock-cut tomb and was
dated by Late Roman (III-1V cent. A.D.), Byzantine (395-641 A.D.) and Early
Arabic periods (642X cent. A.D.).! It is characterize by the morphological form
and clay fabrics. On its functions, the vessels can be divided on three groups: the
tableware (bowls, in general), the containers for transportation and storage food
(amphorae) and lighting appliances (lamps).

The group of tableware is presented by 9 fragments of bowls with fine red
or brown slip with stamp ornament, the ware so-called “sigillata”. Originally

sigillatae — very qualitative ceramics, were produced in Arretium (modern

"In Roman, Byzantine and Early Arabic period Egypt practically was not self-powered state:
30 B.C. - 395 AD. — Egypt was a province of Roman Empire; 395-641 A.D. — was in
Byzantine Empire; since 642 till 905 A.D. — was independent under the reign of Tulunid
dynasty; since 969 A.D. was included in Fatimid Khalifat. Nevertheless, Egypt safe trade

relations with other countries as a stable geographical region.



Arrezo in Italy) in 50 B.C. — 50 A.D. Since I cent. A.D. it were imitated by the
pottery workshops of Gallia, Germany, Asia Minor and Levant,” but this vessels
were worse in quality. According to the clay fabrics and colour of surface, the
sigillatae from the excavations of Russian archacological Mission in Giza are
divided on two groups. The first group (7 examples) have brilliant red slip
surface and is made of fine hard orange-reddish clay with a little quantity of fine
white (limestone) and red-brown inclusions:
02/R2/6 — bowl rim (pl. 3, fig. 2) was found in front of the small mud-brick
mastaba 48 (48a on pl. 1), in debris;
05/68/37 — bowl rim (pl. 3, fig. 3) was found in Area II, in debris of the complex
68 (68 on pl. 2);
06/1In/1 - bowl rim (pl. 3, fig. 4), was found in Area II, in debris of the south
part of the area;
01/24/29 — bowl wall with stamp ornament (pl. 3, fig. 7), was found in Area II,
in debris of the south part of the area;
01/23/16 — bowl rim with ornament (pl. 3, fig. I), was found in Area II, in debris
under the shaft 64 (64 on pl. 2);
05/68/36 — bowl rim with stamp ornament (pl. 3, fig.5), was found in Area II, in
debris of the complex 68 (pl. 2);
05/67/27 — bowl rim with stamp ornament (pl. 3, fig. 6), was found in Area II, in
pit 67, upper level (67 on pl. 2).

According to the clay fabric (so-called North African Red Slip Ware),
this group comes from Tunis and is dated by III-VII cent. A.D. These bowls

% ).Bourriau, Umm El-Gaab. Pottery from the Nile Valley before the Arab Conguest
Catalogue. Cambridge, 1981. P. 89. Crosaps anmuunocmu. Moscow, 1989. P. 572-573.

3 R.Tomber, J.Dore, The National Roman Fabric Reference Collection: A Handbook. Londos,
1998. P. 61, pl. 44.
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pave four variants of rim: simple straight rim (II cent. AD. 01/23/16 (pl. 3,
fig. D) roll rim (V-VII cent. AD.;” 05/68/37, 02/R2/6 (pl. 3, fig. 2, 3)),
complex recurved rim (late IV-V cent. A.D..° 06/1In/1 (pl. 3, fig. 4)), triangular
ribbing rim (late V — early VI cent. A.D., 05/68/36,05/67/27 (pl. 3, fig. 5, 6)).
The area of diffusion the Tunisian sigiilatae in world is covered the
territory of Byzantine Empire.8 In Egypt it is limited by Alexandria, Delta and

Northern Sinai from the north and Elephantina from the south.” However

4 M.Bonifay, Etudes sur la céramique romaine tardive d’Afrique. Oxford, 2004. P. 159, fig.
85:17 (type 10 = Hayes’s type 17).

5 L.Bavay, J.-L.Bovot., O.Lavigne, La céramique romaine tardive et byzantine de Tanis.
Prospection archeologique sur le Tell San el-Hagar. |/ CCE 6, Le Caire, 2000. P. 48, fig. 11
9), 12 (14, 15).

® M. Bonifay, Etudes sur la céramique romaine tardive d’Afrique. P. 171-172, fig. 92:6,8
(type 41B, C = Hayes’s type 67). P.Ballet, M.Picon, Recherches préliminaries sur le origins
de 1a céramique des Kellia (Egypte). Importations et productions égyptiennes. // CCE 1, 1987.
P. 28, fig. 2 (3). Bavay L., Bovot, Lavigne, La céramique romaine ... P. 48, fig. 11 (5, 6).

" M.-0. Rousset, S. Marchand, Tebtynis 1998. Travaux dans le secteur nord. // 47 33. Le
Caire, 1999. P. 246-247. Ne160. M.-O. Rousset, S. Marchand, Secteur nord de Tebtynis
(Fayyoum). Mission de 2000. // A1 35. Le Caire, 2001. P. 24, fig. 11a. M.Bonifay, Erudes sur
la céramique romaine tardive d’Afrique. P. 165, fig. 89 (type 27 = Hayes’s types 82-84).
G.Lecuyot, G.Pierrat-Bonnefois, Corpus de Ia céramique de Tdd. Fouilles 1980-1983 et 1990.
/1 CCE7,2004. P. 201, pl. 17, fig. 231.

® Tunisian sigillatac were found in Chersonesos (northern coast of Black Sea), in strata of
middle VI — VII cent. AD., when the town was under the Byzantine Empire. —Kpuiy,
Cesepo-Bocmounoe IIpuyepromopee u 3axaskaszve 6 3noxy cpeomnesexoevs. 1V — XIII sexa.
Moscow, 2003. P. 48, table 27, Ne5, 6.

’ P.Ballet, N.Bosson, M .Rassart-Debergh, Kellia. Il L’ermitage copte QR 195. Le Caire,
2003. P. 71. L.Bavay, J.-L.Bovot, O.Lavigne, La céramigue romaine tardive et byzantine de
Tanis. p, 48, C.Vogt, la céramique de Tell el-Fadda, Sinai du Nord. // CCE 5, 1997. P. 2, fig.
L M--O.Rousset, S.Marchand, Tebrynis 1998. P. 246, 247 (Nel60). M.-O.Rousset,
SMarchand, Secteur nord de Tebtynis (Fayyoum). Mission de 2000. P. 24, 29, fig. 11a, 16b.

47



Tunisian sigillatae don't still attested in Giza officially.'’ Tunisian clay fabric js
characterized by very fine red-orange, red or red-brownish colour and obligatory
very qualitative red slip of the outside and inside. In IV-V cent. A.D. Tunisian
sigillatae were copied in Kharga oasis (so-called Kharga Red Slip Ware).!!
Since the end of IV cent. till the beginning of the IX cent. A.D. in Egypt, in
Aswan pottery workshops, had producing local qualitative sigillatae imitations
from Aswan rose kaolin clay (so-called Aswan Red Slip Ware)."> Supposed, that
Aswan pottery workshops were specialized on producing the fine tableware
only, which imitate the import pottery."”> That production was diffusing in
different sites of Egypt: Kellia (modern Qusur el-Rubayat near Alexandria),"*
Tebtynis (Fayum oasis),'” Cheikh Abd al-Gourna,'® Tod,"” Elephantine (Upper
Egypt). In many Egyptian regions since VI to early IX cent. A.D. coarser

sigillatae imitations were made of Nile alluvial clays with middle-fine red slip.

1° M. Bonifay, Etudes sur la céramique romaine tardive d'Afrique. P. 454-456, fig. 256.

"' M.Rodziewicz M. Introduction 2 la céramique & engobe rouge de Kharga. // CCE 1, 1987.
P. 125-129.

12 M.-O.Rousset, S.Marchand, Secteur nord de Tebtynis (Fayyoum). Mission de 1999. // Al
34. Le Caire, 2000. P. 398, 420. Ballet, Bosson, Rassart-Debergh, Kellia. 1. P. 77-78.
Bonifay, Etudes sur la céramique romaine tardive d’Afrique. P. 460.

" Bourriau. Umm El-Gaib. P. 88.

'* Bosson, Rassart-Debergh, Kellia. II. P. 77-78, fig. 4 (Nel2).

'5 M.-O.Rousset, S.Marchand, Tebtynis 1998. P. 196, fig. 16b. M.-O.Rousset, S.Marchand,
Secteur nord de Tebtynis. Mission de 1999. // Al 34. Le Caire, 2000. P. 398, 420, fig. 11e,
11f, 38a.

'® L.Bavay, Cheikh Abd al-Gourna, TT 29. Une installation copte du VHI siecle apr. J.-C.
//BCE XXII, 2004. P. 65, fig. 1, 3.

7 G. Pierrat, Evolution de la céramique de Téd du II au VII siécle apr. 1.-C. // CCE 4, Le
Caire, 1996. P. 195, 197, 201, fig. 44, 73, 101.
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They were fixed in Giza (bowl 05/67/37 (pl. 3, fig. 10)), Saqqara,'® Tebtynis,"
Luxor.”’ Probably, they were producing in local pottery workshops, not far from
they were used.

The second group of bowls with stamp ornament (2 examples), which was
found by Russian Mission in Giza, was made of fine hard light-brown clay
without visible inclusions, and was covered by fine brown slip inside and
outside:

05/67/33 — bowl bottom with stamp ornament (pl.3, fig. 8), was found in Area II,
in pit 67, upper level (67 on pl. 2);

05/68/33 — bowl bottom with stamp ornament (pl. 3, fig. 9), was found in Area
I1, in debris of the complex 68 (68 on pl. 2).

Such clay fabric with fine brown, red, or light-brown slip comes from
Cyprus island (so-called Cypriot Red Slip Ware). This form of the bowls is
dated by middle VI-VIII cent. A.D.* Analogical Cypriot bowls were fixed on
different sites of Egypt: Kellia,”? Tanis (Delta),” Northern Sinai,® Tebtynis

'8 H. Ghaly, Pottery Workshops of Saint-Jeremia (Saqqara). // CCE 3, Le Caire, 1992. P. 167,
fig. 6, 7. Lecuyot G. La céramique du mastaba d’Akhethetep 3 Saggara. Observations
préliminaires. // CCE 6, Le Caire, 2000. P. 244, fig. 3 (C.4., S.P.126).

19 M.-O.Rousset, S.Marchand, Secteur nord de Tebtynis. Mission de 1999. P. 390, 409-410,
420, fig. 7d, 27¢, 38q, 38r. M.-O.Rousset, S.Marchand, Secteur nord de Tebiynis. Mission de
2000. P. 23, fig, 10c.

» P.Grossman, D.S.Whitcomb, Excavation in the Sanctuary of the Church in front of the
Luqsur-temple‘ /I ASAE LXXII, 1992-1993. P. 30, fig. 4n, 4r).

" M.-O.Rousset, S.Marchand, Tebiynis 1998. P. 246-247, Nel166. M.-O.Rousset, S.Marchand,
Secteur nord de Tebtynis (Fayyoum). Mission de 1999. P. 412, fig. 29b. Rousset M.-O.,
Marchand S. Secteur nord de Tebtynis (Fayyoum). Mission de 2000. P. 22, fig. 9a.

z P.Ballet P, N.Bosson, M.Rassart-Debergh, Kellia. I P. 74-75, fig. 3 (\e6, 7).

23
L.Bavay, Bovot J.-L., O.Lavigne, La céramique romaine tardive et byzantine de Tanis. P.
49,
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(Fayum).” It is supposed, that Cypriot pottery workshops produced imitations of
Tunisian sigillatae, at the same time in workshops of Phocea and Thessalonike,
since IV cent. A.D.%

The most numerous group of import wares is amphorae. During 1
seasons of Russian excavations in Giza were found about 140 fragments of
import amphorae of Late Roman, Byzantine and Early Arabic times. These
findings are concentrated predominantly in Area II, rarer — in the debris of
Khafreankh’s rock-cut tomb (Old Kingdom) and Area L.

The majority of examples (in the main walls of vessels) belong to the so.
called type “Late Roman Amphorae 1” (LRA1). This type comes from East
Mediterranean area: Cyprus, Rhodes, Palestine, Antiochus, Cilicia (central
Turkey) and is dated by V-VIII cent. A.D.* Unlike sigillatae, amphorae were
imported not for itself, but as the container with oil or wine. The first opinion is
based on some amphorae’s dipinti.”® The latest opinion is based on the fact, that
amphorae for wine were spreading by resin inside for hermetic. We have some

ceramic examples of LRA1 from our excavations with traces of resin inside. It

4 p Ballet, Péluse — le théatre Romain. // CCE 5, 1997. P, 112-113, pl. 1, fig. 11. P.Ballet,
Tell al-Farama Sud. // CCE S, 1997. P. 123, pl. 1, fig. 1. Ballet P. Tell al-Kanais. // CCE5,
1997. P. 129, pl. 1, fig. 1.

% M.-O.Rousset, S.Marchand, Tebtynis 1998. P. 247 (Ne166).

% M.Bonifay, Etudes sur la céramique romaine tardive d’Afrique. P. 459.

7 1Y, Empereur, M.Picon, Le Reconnaissance des productions des ateliers céramiques:
L’exemple de la Maréotide. // CCE 3, 1992. P. 149, P.Ballet, N.Bosson, M.Rassart-Debergh,
Kellia. II. P. 132, fig. 15 (Ne93). M.-O.Rousset, S.Marchand, Tebsynis 1998. P. 243-244
(Ne146). M.Egloff, Kellia. La poterie copte. Quatre siécles dartisanat et d’échanges et
Basse-Egypte. Recherches suisses d’archéologie copte IIl Genéve, 1977. P. 112-113.

* Amphora with greek inscription from Tanis. - L.Bavay, J.-L.Bovot, O.Lavigne, La

céramique romaine tardive et byzantine de Tanis. P. 58.
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was usual for Egyptian wine amphorae of types LRA7 and “Egloff 172”.%
which were produced in Middle Egypt and were diffused in Egypt from Delta to
Nubia.*® Ancient Roman historian Plinius noted about this technical method.”
Alfred Lucas made some analysis of black covering in amphorae — in all cases it
was resin.”?

According to research, 80% of LRA1 were imported in Egypt from
Cyprus, 15% - from Cilicia, and 5% - from other regions of East
Mediterranean.” The amphorae LRA1 were discovered in many Egyptian sites,
from Delta and Northern Sinai to Nubia and oases of Lybian desert (Kharga).**

The amphorae from Russian excavations in Giza (97/8/40 (pl. 4, fig. 4),
99/17/3 (pl. 4, fig. 1), 99/17/57, 99/17/58, 05/68/40, 05/68/44, 05/69/7 (pl. 4, fig.
2), 05/69/13, 05/69/21(pl. 4, fig. 5), 05/69/6 (pl. 4, fig. 3)) were made of middle-

coarse marl clay of beige or light-beige colour with large quantity of mineral

® For example, amphorae’s fragments from Russian excavations in Giza: type LRA7
(99/24/98, 01/23/18a, 05/67/17), type “Egloff 172> (01/23/19, 01/23/34).

* L.Bavay, J.-L.Bovot, O.Lavigne, La céramique romaine tardive et byzantine de Tanis. P.
59.

* Plin,, XIV, 25.

* AJlykac, Mamepuaner u pemecnennvie npoussodcmea [pesnezo Ezunma. Moscow, 1958.
P. 60.

By ~Y.Emperear, M.Picon, Les régions de productions d’amphores impériales en
Méditerranée orientale. // Amphores romaines et histoire économique. Dix ans de recherche,
Collection de 1'Ecole frangaise de Rome 114, 1989. P, 242.

* D.M.Bailey, The pottery from the South Church at El-Ashmunein. // CCE 4, Le Caire,
1996. P. 80, fig. 53, Ne2. L.Bavay, J.-L.Bovot, O.Lavigne, La céramique romaine tardive et
byzantine de Tanis. P. 57. P.Ballet, N.Bosson, M.Rassart-Debergh, Kellia. 1I. P. 131. P.Ballet
Tell al-Kanais. P. 130. S.Marchand, D.Dixneuf, Amphores et conteneurs égyptiens et
importes du VIle sicle apr. J.-C. Sondages récents de Baouit (2003-2004). // CCE 8 (in
print). P, 13-14, fig. 33-35. G.Lecuyot, La céramique du mastaba d’Akhethetep a Saqqara. P.
248-249, fig. 3.4 (C.17.). S.Marchand, D.Laisney, Le survey de Dendara (1996-1997). // CCE
6, Le Caire, 2000. P. 272, Nel21, 122. J.Bourriau, Umm EI-Gaab. P. 122-123, Ne243.
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inclusions of brown, grey and black colour. Such clay fabric is characterized for
Cypriot amphorae. They were found in debris of the slope in the tomb of
Khafreankh, in debris of the shaft 17 (Area I, pl. I), in debris of Area QI
(complexes 68, 69, pl. 2). Some fragments from Russian excavations are note of
red simple wave omament (05/69/7 (pl.4, fig. 2), 05/69/21 (pl. 4, fig. 5)). One
fragment of LRA1, probably was used as ostracon (05/69/6 (pl. 4, fig. 3)), but
the text, unfortunately, was not understandable.

Recently appeared facts about producing in Egypt local imitations of
LRA1. Such examples come from Giza (from our excavations), Sagqara (pottery
workshop of St. Jeremia’s Monastery,y’), Baouit,”’ Kellia.®® But this
phenomenon had not mass character. The distinctions between import LRA1
and its local Egyptian imitation consist of the clay fabric and quality of
manufacture. The clay fabric of local imitations more fine than import. In many
cases was used middle-fine Nile alluvial beige-brown clay with small quantity
of fine mineral inclusions (97/8/38 (pl. 4, fig. 6)). Some examples were made of
fine marl hard clay of light-yellowish-beige colour, with small quantity of
middle fine brown mineral inclusions and small quantity of middle size organic
inclusions (99/17/4, (pl. 4, fig. 7)). The manufacturing of these vessels is also
better, than its import prototypes.

In the minor cemetery in Giza were found two fragments of amphorae
with infundibular neck — so-called Late Roman Amphorae of type 2 (97/8/37,
05/68/20 (pl. 5)). They were found in debris in the slope of Khafreankh’s tomb
and in complex 68 (Area II, pl. 2). The fragment 05/68/20 (pl. 5, fig. 2) was

made of fine hard marl clay of beige-orange colour, with middle quantity of

3 R.Tomber, J.Dore, The National Roman Fabric Reference Collection. P. 108, pl. 83.

36 H.Ghaly, Pottery Workshops of Saint-Jeremia (Saqqara). P. 168, fig. 16.

37 § Marchand, D.Dixneuf, Amphores et conteneurs égyptiens et importes du Vlle siécle apr.
J.-C. P. 9-10, fig. 21-23.

%8 p.Ballet, N.Bosson, M.Rassart-Debergh, Kellia. II. P. 152-153 (Ne138, 139),
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middle-fine limestone inclusions. Another fragment 97/8/37 (pl. 5, fig. 1) was
made of middle-fine middle-hard marl clay of beige colour, with small quantity
of fine and middle size mineral inclusions (sand, limestone), with beige-brown
smooth. Probably, these fragments have different origin.

The type LRAZ comes from Aegean region (Chyos island, in generally)
and from Argolida (north-eastern Peloponnesus), and is dated by III-VI cent.
AD., mainly second part of VI cent. A.D.* This is the rare type for Egypt:
besides Giza, it was found in Gabbari (Alexandria necropolis), Baouit (Middle
Egypt) and Ashmunein (ancient Hermopolis Magna in Middle Egypt).
According to S. Marchand, ceramologist of IFAO, these amphorae can be
producing also on territory of modern Romania.*’

The latest group of import Byzantine and Early Arabic vessels, which
were found by Russian Archaeological Mission in Giza — is lamps. In this group
we have the sole fragment of import lamp (05/68/34 (pl. 6)), which was found in
debris of the complex 68 (pl. 2). It was made from very fine marl clay of orange
colour, without visible inclusions. The surface was covered by very fine red-
orange slip. According to the clay fabric (so-called African Red Slip Ware), the
origin of this lamp is Tunis. The analogous form of lamps was dated by IX~-X
cent. A.D., but was produced in Egyptian workshops from local alluvial (Nile
silt) clay. *!

In Late Roman, Byzantine and Early Arabic periods in the Memphite sites
(in particular, in Giza) were supplied different goods (wine, oil, qualitative

-
39
AJLA6pamos, Aurtnumbie ambopt. Ilepuommsaums H xpoHonorus. // Bochopexuii

cbopuux. Bem, 3. Moscow, 1993. P. 19, 51, 135, fig. 67. S.Marchand, D.Dixneuf, Amphores
el conteneurs égyptiens et importes du Ve siécle apr. J-C.P. 16.

40 S.Marchand, D Dixneuf, Amphores el conteneurs égyptiens et importes du Vile siécle apr.
J-C.P. 16, fig. 41.

“ M.-0. Rousset, S.Marchand, Tebtynis 1998. P. 227 (Ne72). M.-O. Rousset, S.Marchand,
Secteur nord de Tebiynis. Mission de 2000. P. 43, fig, 33h.
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pottery) from three Mediterranean regions: Northern Africa (Tunis), Eastern
Mediterranean (Cyprus) and the islands of Aegean region. These goods were so
popular, that got a wide diffusion on all Egypt, and some of them become a
prototype of the productions of the local Egyptian pottery workshops. But the
trade was not one-sided. Egypt exported different wares to another provinces of
Roman and Byzantine Empires, for example, glass vessels, beads,* pottery
bowls, wine amphorae from Abou-Mina (near Alexandria) were found even in

the towns of Northern Black Sea coast,43 where these goods were luxury.

*2 N.Kunina, Ancient glass in the Hermitage collection. St.-Petersburg, 1997. P. 269-271
(N2103-108 ~ the necropolis of Pantikapei, Olbia, Kertch); 288 (Nel75 — Kertch), 339 (Ned24,
425, 428, 429, 431, 432- the necropolis of Pantikapei, Chersonesos, Kertch).

® Kpbim, Cesepo-Bocmonnoe lpusepromopye u 3akaskazve 8 anoxy cpeduesexosns. C. 51,
52, Tabn. 23 (Nel2). Amphora Nel2 was mistakably attributed as a production of pottery
workshops in Chersonesos, but its form characterized for LRAS/6 (ware from Abou-Mena,
north-western Egypt), as well as import amphorae LRA1 (Ne5 from Cyprus or Cilicia) and
LRA4 (Ne4 from Gaza).
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Abbreviations.

Al ~ Annales Islamologiques. Le Caire.

ASAE — Annales du Service des Antiquités de L’Egypte. Le Caire.

BCE — Bulletin de la Céramique Egyptienne. Le Caire.

CCE — Cahiers de la Céramique Egyptienne, Institut francais d’archéologie

orientale. Le Caire.

55



Plate 1. Russian Archaeological Mission in Giza. Plan of the Area 1.
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Plate 2. Rus
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Plate 3. Sigillatae
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Plate 4. Late Roman Amphorae of type 1.
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Plate 5. Late Roman Amphorae of type 2.
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